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Bonn is offered ‘deal on hostages’ 

BONN (AP) — Two West Goman hostages held In Bdmt could be 
released by the end of the month if the Boon government agrees to ton 
down aU.S. request for the extradition of a subjected TWA hijacker, the 
Bad newspaper reported Sunday. The massorculation BOd said Syrian 
President Hafez Al. Assad has ™<bmjed the Bonn gover nment of the 
oSer, made by the kid nap pe r s oi the two West German busmesanen. Mr. 
Assad told officiate here the. 3a® s.mt refect the U.S. extradition 
request and put hijack suspect Mohammad AB Hamadd aiyLhe brother, 
Ah Abbas HamadeL, on trial tor iOegaJ possession M tmlotncs only, 
according to the KW report. If Bonn agrees. tP those terms, West German 
hostages Alfred Cunfea and Bwrfnyjjdn^f> ctqM bp. released by fee 
of the month, the newspaper added, without citing its so u rces. Juergso 
Pt n ddsen, a Bonn government spo kesm an, declined tommeat on the BUd 
report. Mr. Cordes and Mr. Sounit, both Wes German businessmen, 
were abducted in Beaut in January, shortly after Mohammed Afi 
Hamadei was arrested while arriving at the Fraokfort airport. 
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Armacost begins Moscow talks today 

MOSCOW (R) — A senior U.S. official opens talks in Moscow Sunday 
expected to focus on regional issues, including Afghanistan and Nicar- 
agua, and to seek out Kremlin views before a visit to the Soviet Union 
next month by Secretary of State George Shultz. U.S. officials said 
Under-Secretary of State Michael Armacost would concentrate on 
Sovict-U-S. differences over regional conflicts including Afghanistan and 
Nicaragua in talks with Soviet officials on March 16 and 17. Foreign 
analysts said Mr. Armacost would prepare the ground for the Shultz visit 
in talks with Host Deputy Foreign Minister Yun Vorontsov, chief Soviet 
negotiator at aims control talks in Geneva. Soviet Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Boris Pyadyshev said last week that Mr. Armacost would also 
meet Foreign Minster Eduard Shevardnadze, who is due to hold talks 
with Mr. Shultz during his visit from April 13-16. A main topic was likely 
to be the withdrawal of an estimated 115.000 Soviet troops from 
Afghanistan, where Moscow intervened militarily in December 1979. 
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Khatib meets 

new JPA officials 

AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
Minister Mohammad A1 Khati b, 
accompanied by Press and Pub- 
li cations Department Director 
Musa A1 Keilani visited on Sun- 
day the Jordan Press Association 
(JPA). They met with the newly- 
elected association president, Mr. 
Rakan A] MajaH, and the coun- 
dl’s nine members. Mr. Khatib 
congratulated the JPA council 
and voiced his ministry’s readi- 
ness to support journalists and 
the media (JPA council holds first 
meeting, page 3). 

Italian authorities 
release Hindawi . 

GENOA (R) — Jordanian stu- 
dent Awni Hindawi, arrested last 
weekend for the second time in 
10-months on charges of political 
conspiracy, has been released 
again for lack of evidence, indi- 
cia] sources said Sunday. He is a 
cousin of Nizar Hindawi, who 
was sentenced in London last 
year to 45 years in jail for attemp- 
ting to blow up an Israeli aiitinw 
by placing a bomb in the suitcase 
of his pregnant Irish gjrifnend as 
she was about to board the plane. 
Awni Hindawi, 26, was first 
arrested in Genoa in June last 
year on charges of belonging to 
an armed band but was released 
in Febroaiy for lack of evidence. 
He was re-arrested eight days ago 
after the public prosecutor’s 
office alleged be was part of a 
guerrilla organisation. The 
sources said a review tribunal 
ordered his release again after 
ruling that there were insufficient 
grounds for the new arrest. 

Kuwait warns of 

mines 

KUWAIT (R)- — Kuwait on Sun- 
day warned its citizens .of possible 
danger from mines in its territo- 
rial waters. A Defence Mimstiy 
official told reporters the mines 
had recently been -found along 
the Knwaiti coast. He dedmed to 
say where they came from. 
Kuwait is dose to the frontlines 
of the war between Iran and Iraq. 

Assad receives 
Qadhafi message 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Libya’s 
new foreign minister flew to 
Damascus on Saturday and deli- 
vered a letter to Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad from Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi, the 
Syrian Arab News Agency (SAN- 
A) reported. Jad Allah Asxmz 
Al Talhi, who two weeks ago was 
named to Libya’s top diplomatic 
post, met with Mr. Assad at his 
Mobajereen presidential palace 
upon his aroval from Tripoli, 
SANA said. 

Libya protests Saudi 
honour to Crowe 

TRIPOLI (AP) — Lilya has pro- 
tested to Saadi Arabia over the 
recent visit and decoration of a 
top American military official, 
the official news agency JANA 
reported Saturday. JANA said 
Saudi Arabia’s charge d'affaires 
was- summoned to the Libyan 
Foreign Ministry in Tripoli and 
banded a note of protest. It criti- 
cised that country’s dealings with 
the United States, which JANA 
accused of “conducting a policy 
of state terrorism against the 
Arab states and aggression on 
their peoples.” Admiral William 
Crowe, chairman of the U.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, visited Sand 
Arabia daring the first week of 
March. 
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Death threat to 
hostage could strain 

Iran-Syria relations 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — A pro-Iranian under- 
ground group said it would announce the 
execution of a French kidnap hostage on 
Monday in a move one Lebanese newspaper 
suggested could strain relations between 
Syria and Iran. . 

The independent An N ahar 
newspaper quoted a Western di- 
plomatic source as saying Mr. 
Nonnandin’s execution could 
mark the start of a "decoupling” 
between Syria and Iran. 

Damascus has been a major 
supporter of Iran in its 6-1/2-year- 
old war with Iraq. 

The two countries had 
apparently successfully patched 
up strains caused by the killing of 
at least 18 militan ts of the pro- 
Iranian Hizbollafa (Party of God) 
by Syrian troops daring their 
crackdown on militia gunlaw in 
Beirut last month. 

Revolutionary Justice served 
its death threat in a two-page 
handwritten Arabic statement de- 
livered to An Nahar with a Polar- 
oid photograph of Mr. Nonnan- 
dio at 8 p.m. Saturday. This 
suggested that the new deadline 


The Revolutionary Justice 
Organisation in Lebanon said it 
had put television technician 
Jean-Louis Norm an din on trial 
after a 48-hour deadline for 
France to explain statements by 
President Francois Mitterrand 
passed unmet Saturday night. 

The group, which also says it 
bolds two Americans, said it 
would announce Mr. Norm au- 
dio's execution on Monday. 

A political source in west 
Beirut doubted the killing would 
take place, however. 

He said it would be a bald 
challenge to Syria, which has 
placed its prestige and troops 
behind last month’s security plan 
for west Beirut. He suggested the 
threat was intended to place 
pressure on France in financial 
and diplomatic negotiations with 
Tehran. 


to kill Mm is the w - hour on 
Monday. 

The statement came a few 
hours after the expiry of a pre- 
vious approximate deadline to 
kin him midday Saturday unless 
the French government clarified a 
statement made last Tuesday by 
President Mitterrand. 

Mr. Mitterrand appeared in 
that statement to reject the possi- 
bility of a pardon for Anis Nac- 
cacfae, imprisoned for the attemp- 
ted assassination in Paris of for- 
mer Iranian P remi er Shah pour 
Bakhtiar. 

Later on Sunday, Lebanon’s 
most influential shi’ite cleric 
appealed for the life of Nor- 
-mandin. 

“You cannot confront the poli- 
cy of a president by ***mtmz a 
kidnapped victim,” said Sbeakh 
Mohammad Hussein FadlaOah, 
reputed spiritual guide of Hiz- 
boUah. 

‘This behaviour does not serve 
our causes,” Sheikh FadlaOah 
said. 

Norman din, 35, a fighting en- 
gineer with France’s Antenne-2 
television, was kidnapped March 
8, 1986. Revolutionary Justice 
claimed responsibility. 


Israel forged British passports for 
Mossad and later apologised to London 


LONDON (AP) — Britain on 
Sunday- accused Israel of forging 
British passports winch a London 
newspaper reported were found 
in a West German telephone 
booth - and intended for use by 
undercover agents of Mossad, the 
Israeli secret service. 

The Foreign Office said it sum- 
moned Israeli Ambassador Yehu- 
da Avner last October and-“pro- 
tested very strongly about the 
misuse by the Israeli authorities 
of forged British passports and 
sought an assurance it would not 
happen again.” 

“We subsequently got an ex- 
pression of regret from the Israeli 
authorities and assurances that 
steps had been taken to prevent it 
occurring again,” a Foreign 
Office spokesman told AP. 

“On the basis of these assur-’ 
ances we regard the matter as 
dosed,” added the spokesman, 
who according to British practice 
dedmed to be identified. 

Earlier, the Sunday Times re- 
ported that • eight forged British 
passports intended “for Mossad 
secret service hit-men to attack 
opponents abroad ... were disco- 
vered by chance last summer in a 


bag ihade a telepfibne^btiofe~nT 
West Germany.” 

The newspaper, which said 
Israel had twice in the 1970s used 
"British passports illegally to pur- 
sue Palestinian activists,” added 
that Israel at first refused to apolo- 
gise fra- the latest forgeries or 
promise not to do it again. 

The Foreign Office tried seven 
times, inducting five contacts with 
Mr. Avner, before an apology 
was made in January after Fore- 
ign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe 
complained directly to Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, 
the newspaper said. 

Mr. Avner had been sum- 
moned by Foreign Office Minis- 
ter Timothy Renton. 

The Foreign Offioe spokesman 
refused to comment on details of 
the Sunday limes report, includ- 
ing whether Israel had stalled 
over an apology. 

The newspaper did not say 
where in West Germany or by 
whom the blank fflidt passports 
— which it described as "nigh- 
quality Israeli forgeries” — were 
round. 

News of the passport forgeries 
followed tension between Britain 


add Israel over Mordechai Vanu- 
nu, an Isreli technician. He was 
lured secretly from Britain last 
September for trial in Tel Aviv 
after giving the Sunday Tunes 
what it said were Israel’s endear 
bomb secrets. 

In addition, Washington has 
complained to Tel Aviv following 
the conviction this month of 
American Jonathan Pollard, a 
former U.S. navy intelligence 
analyst, of spying for Israel. 

The Sunday Times said it 
raised the forged passports issue 
with Ambassador Avner last 
week, but he said the question 
was “esoteric” and refused furth- 
er comment. 

The newspaper said that in 
1979 a Israeli woman using a 
forged British passport detonated 
a Beirut cazbomb which killed the 
suspected organiser of the killing 
of 11 Israeli athletes at the 1972 
Olympics. 

In 1973, Israeli agents travell- 
ing on three forged British pass- 
ports raided the headquarters of 
die Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation in Beirut, said the Sun- 
day Times. 


Eitan says Israeli leaders 
knew he was running Pollard 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli spy- 
master Rafi Eitan says that de- 
spite their denials, his superiors 
knew he was running the 
Jonathan Pollard espionage op- 
eration in the United States, the 
Hadashot newspaper reported 
Sunday. 

Eitan, appointed chairman of a 
large state-owned firm after die 
scandal broke with the arrest of 

in late 1985, irofalscfquoted^u - 
telling pofitirians he would not be 
made a scapegoat by the govern- 
ment. 

“All my activities, including 
the Pollard affair, were known to 
my superiors,*’ Eitan said, 
according to Hadashot *T am not 
willing to I" 5 sacrificed to cover 
up for the jowledge and respon- 
sibility of others.” 

PojQaid, 32, was sentenced on 
March 4 to life imprisonment by a 
Washington court for passing 
hundreds of top-secret American 
documents to JoaeL 
Eitan was head of the defence 
mimstiy*! scientific liaison office, 
or “LdkCm,” a now-disbanded 
intelligence unit that recruited H 
mid ran FoUaxd. Israeli leaden 
said “Lekem” acted behind their 
backs. 

“To the best of my knowledge 
ho member of the cabinet 


comment pobfidy on the scandal 
that has strained relations with 
Washington. 

IBs reported remarks were car- 
ried in a banner headline in 
Hadashot, a racy tabloid that 
defied mifitary censors in 1984 by 
disclosing that Israeli traces killed 
two Palestinians captured during 
a bus hijacking that year. 

At the time of PofianTs recruit- 
ment, Moshe Arens was defence 
minister. Yitzhak Rabin, the cur- 
rent defence chief, held the post 
for much of the time the Amer- 
ican Jew spied on his country for 
the Israehs. 

The government last week 
appointed a two-man commission 
to investigate the scandal and 
Peres said be hoped it would dear 
Israeli leaders of involvement in 
spying on the United States, 
Israel’s dosest ally and main arms 


tarign Minister Shimon Ftercs 
said in a speech Saturday night 
Eitan has previously refused to 


his speech on Saturday, 
Peres said he hoped the commis- 
sion would dear the Israeli gov- 
ernment of involvement in spying 
on the United States. 

In an address to a convention 
ofHadassah, an American Jewish 
women’s organisation. Feres said 
he hoped the panel would probe 
the role' of cabinet ministers in 
the affair .and put to rest any 
suspicions they approved the 
espionage operation. 

The UiL-faraefi riHsncc — who 
sets the rides, page 4 


‘Iran has 
missiles at 
Strait of 
Hormuz’ 

NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. in- 
telligence authorities say Iran has 
installed large missiles near the 
Strait of Hormuz at die southern 
end of the Gulf, increaring the 
threat to ofl shipping, the New 
York Times reported in Sunday 
editions. 

The missile system appears to 
be of a Chinese design known as 
HY-2, which is a veraon of 
Soviet-designed missiles known 
in the West as SS-N-2 or 
“STYX,” die Times said, citing 
American intelligence sources. 

The missiles, reported to have 
been installed at two places along 
the Strait of Hornmz, have- a 
range of 40 to 80 kilometres, 
enough to reach into shipping 
lanes through the strait 

It said none of die missiles has 
been fired. 

U.S. Officials dahw Oifna ig 
selling arms to Iran; China denies 

Iran has used smaller missil es 
in past attacks on shipping, the 
newspaper said. 

It said the new missies had 
been deployed at two sites and 
quoted a naval analyst as saying 
they could be used to sink a 
supertanker and block the Strait 
of Honnuz. 


Seminar focuses on Islam’s treatment 
of non-Muslims and political participation 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A seminar on “The 
Modern Islamic Re-Awakening 
and the Problems of die Arab 
Nation” continued its sessions for 
the second day here on Sunday 
and the discussions focused on 
forms of political participation of 
contemporary Islamic move- 
ments. 

The seminar, organised by the 
Arab Thought Forum (ATF), 
aims at seeking a formula which 
defines Islamic movement’s atti- 
tude towards Arab political issues 
and understanding the factors 
which led to die shaping of the 
modem Mami e political thought 
and movements Sunday's sessions 
in which IBs Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hasan took an 
active part, focused on modern 
Islamic movements’ stands on 
non-Muslim minorities and forms 
of political participation. 

Fahmi AJ Howtidi, from the 
Al Ahram Centre for Strategic 
Studies in Cairo, presented a 
paper entitled “The Modem Isla- 
mic Re-Awakening — 
Citizenship and Equality,” in 
which he called on the Mamin 
movement to endorse justice as 
the basis for relations between 
Muslims and non-Muslims. 

Dr. Howeidi traced the atti- 
tudes adopted by the different 
Islamic movements since the 
foundation of the Muslim 
Brotherhood by Hassan Al Ban- 
na in Egypt at the tarn of this 
century towards non-Muslims. 
He differentiated between the 
original tearfiingg and principles 
of -foe Holy Koran and. its inter- 
pretations by each movement 
Dr. Howeidi pointed out that the 
interpretation of the Koran by 
each movement was shaped by 
the political and socio-economic 
conditions that led to its forma- 
tion. 

Dr. Howeddfs analysis strongly 
deplored sectarianism and reli- 
gions bias. 

Dr. Howeidi said Islamic 
thought was divided into two 





Hfe Royal Crown Prince Hassan Sunday addresses a 

symposium on the Mamie reawakening at the Arab Thought Forum 
(Petra photo) 


schools after the death of Banna; 
the first was a continuation of 
Banna’s Moderate and tolerant” 
thinking . This trend, said Dr. 
Howeidi, is led by Dr. Yousef Al 
Qardawi, who chaired Sunday's ' 
morning session of the Amman 
seminar, and Sheikh Mohammad 
Al Gbazzali. The second' trend. 
Dr. Howeidi said, is an extremist 
one which calls for the isolation 
of non-Muslims and their exclu- 
sion from dedsi on-making and 
running of state affairs. Accord- 
ing to Dr. Howeidi, this trend is 
represented by Said Quttod and 
Said Hawi. who even go as far as 
to call for the expulsion of non- 
Muslims from the state unless 
they strike a “fair agreement” 
with the Islamic system. 

Dr. Howeidi criticised the Ira- 
nian revolution in this context. 
He pointed ont .that the Irani an 
constitution endorsed the parti- 
cipation of Jews. Christians and 
die Zaradasht sect in parliament 
but Tehran’s revolutionary lead- 
os never put the concept into 
practice. He noted that no Sunni 
Muslim bad ever risen to an 
important position in the Islamic 
system in Iran since the 1979 
revolution. 

Dr. Howeidi concluded that 
there was a need for the Islamic 
movement to seriously and thor- 
oughly tackle the issue of non- 
Muslims in a modem way aimed 


at “regulating the relationship 
between Muslims and non- 
Muslims on the basis of justice." 

The second paper on the same 
issue was presented by Zeinab Al 
Ghazzali. The paper advocated 
strict adherence to the traditional 
teachings and interpretations of 
Islam governing the Muslim-non- 
Muslim relationship. It called for 
regulating the relationship 
through al jezieb, a special tax to 
be levied from non-Muslims in an 
Mami e state, and non-Muslims’ 
respect for Islamic codes of con- 
duct. 

In return, said Ms. Gbazzali, 
non-Muslims living in an Islamic 
country are entitled to be pro- 
tected against foreign aggression 
as well as internal oppression and 
to be given guarantees for tbe 
protection of their honour, reli- 
gious practices, the right to work 
and even assume government 
posts as well as fee right to social 
security. 

During fee second session of 
fee w-mhiHr on Monday, discus- 
sions focused on “Islam and Poli- 
tical Participation.” The session, 
chaired by Dr. Saud Al Sabah, a 
prominent Kuwaiti poet and 
scholar, studied a working paper 
submitted by Kamel Al Sharif, a 
former minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic affairs. 

In the paper. Dr. Sharif argued 
that Islam endorsed and accepted 


the idea of “pluralism and di- 
versity of political ideologies,” 
and said the emergence of ex- 
tremist and intolerant Islamic 
movements in the past decades 
was the direct result of the abs- 
ence of a clearly-defined political 
programme for the Islamic move- 
ment. Many interpretations of 
Islam, said Dr. Sharif, and its 
attitudes towards political parti- 
cipation in general and its stands 
on specific issues such as 
nationalism, political pluralism 
and position towards non- 
Muslims were the by-products of 
tbe absence of a dear political 
programme. 

Dr. Sharif outlined the main 
differences between the Islamic 
movement and the Arab 
nationalist movement. While 
Islamic fundamentalists view 
Islam as the “sole message” that 
should be fought for, Arab 
nationalists consider Islam as 
only one part of fee nationalist 
struggle of the Arab masses, said 
Dr. Sharif. 

Most of the fundamentalists. 
Dr. Sharif said, consider non- 
Muslims as equal citizens but 
again the absence of a dear poli- 
tical programme has given way to 
fee emergence of extremist think- 
ing. 

In Dr. Sharif’s view, the Isla- 
mic revolution in Iran and the 
inability of traditional Islamic 
movements and regimes to find 
an appropriate political formula 
allowing the freedom of “legiti- 
mate Islamic activities” have 
worked together to encourage the 
rise of extremist and violent Isla- 
mic movements. 

Dr. Sharif blamed repression 
by traditional Islamic regimes 
against manifestations of Mamie 
commitments and inclinations for 
part of the move towards extrem- 
ism. 

Many governments have com- 
mitted the mistake of differentiat- 
ing between political and revolu- 
tionary Islam and between mere 
expression of devotion to Islam as 
a religion and ardent faith in the 
Islamic order, he said. 


Reagan admits he was wrong in Iran deal 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President Ronald Reagan has for 
the first time admitted he was 
wrong to sell aims to Iran in an 
initiative which four months ago 
plunged him into tbe worst exists 
of hri six-year-old presidency. 

He niftrie the admission on 
Saturday night in his weekly radio 
address while defending the rote 
played by Secretary of State 
GeoTge Shultz and Defence 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger in 
fee affair. 

“In tbe case of tbe Iranian arms 
sale matter, both Secretary Shultz 
and Secretary Weinberger 
advised me strongly not to pursue 
the initiative,” Mr. Reagan said. 
"I weighed their advice but de- 
cided in tbe end the initiative was 
worth the risk and went forward. 

“As we now know, it turned 
out they were right and I was 
wrong. But they discharged their 
respons i bilities as my advisers 
and as my subordinates,” he said. 

Since the scandal broke last 
November, Mr. Shultz and Mr. 
Weinberger have said they told 
Mr. Reagan of their opposition to 
fee deal and were not fully in- 


formed of the effort, carried ont 
by National Security Council 
(NSC) members. 

They also said they were una- 
ware of the diversion of millions 
of doDais in profits from the arms 
sates to the Nicaraguan contra 
rebels, who have been fighting 
tbe leftist Managua government 
for six years. 

In a report released two weeks 
ago, a commission headed by 
former Senator John Tower said 
Mr. Shultz and Mr. Weinberger 
bad been wrong to ignore the 
initiative. 

Given its importance, the com- 
mLcoon’s report said, the secre- 
* ies should have done more 
titan simply voice opposition and 
take steps to protect their depart- 
ments. 

Mr. Shultz and Mr. Weinber- 
ger efisputed some of the report’s 
findings, insisting they were not 
informed of key de*»»»c of the 
operation. 

The Washington Post reported 
on Saturday Mr. Shnltz and Mr. 
Weinberger were better informed 
about the aims sales than they 


had pnblidy disclosed. 

The Post, quoting unnamed 
sources, said neither Mr. 
Weinberger nor Mr. Shultz raised 
objections to the arms sales dur- 
ing private meetings wife the 
president 

Mr. Reagan’s address marked 
fee first time he has said he 
personally made a mistake in 
pursuing the aims sales, which 
the Tower Commission said were 
part of attempts to free Amer- 
icans held hostage in Lebanon tty 
pro-Iranian groups. 

The scandal is being investi- 
gated by two congressional com- 
mittees and an independent 
counsel. 

When fee scandal broke, Mr. 
Reagan, who had taken a tough- 
public stand against countries 
allegedly supporting terrorism, 
including Iran, first denied bis 
administration had any dealings 
with Tehran. 

As details of fee sales become 
public in fee following weeks, 
Mr. Reagan conceded there had 
been arms sales but insisted they 
were part of a bid to open ties 


Letter said to link Bush to 
North’s contra supply 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Vice- 
President George Bush suggested 
in a 1985 letter that a Guatemalan 
physician interested in supplying 
medical aid to dm Nicaraguan 
rebels contact White House aide 
Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver 
North, according to a published 
report. 

The letter to Dr. Mario Caste- 
jon, dated March 3, 1985, was 
written at a time when aid to tbe 
contra rebels was forbidden by 
Congress, according to the Miami 
Herald, winch obtained a copy of 
fee letter during a two-month 
investigation. 

Dr. Castejon, a Guatemala 
City pediatrician who heads the 
National Copservative Party in 
Guatemala and is cur r en tly cant* 
paignmg for president; requested- 
U.S. help in setting iro an interna- 
tional medical brigade to help tbe 
contras, according to the Herald. 

The n ewspap er, in its Sunday 


editions, characterised fee letter 
as “the first documentary evi- 
dence linking Vice-President 
Bush to Col. North and the secret 
network he forged to aid fee 
contras.” 

CoL North, a National Security 
Council (NSC) staff member,- was 
dismiss ed on Nov. 25 for his role 
in tbe Iran-contra affair. 

Mir. Bush’s chief of staff, Craig 
Fuller, said Saturday night feat 
“there’s no indication feat the 
vice president was aware of any- 
thing more than the fact that 
witten fee NSC Oliver North was 
responsible for monitoring activi- 
ties in Central America related to 
the contras.” 

(Continued on page 3) 

North’s secretey wan ts do pnb- 
Ecity, page 5 

Burh cites need for covert actios, 

pap8 


wife “moderate Iranians” who 
might take power when Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollah Khomeini dies. 

After fee Tower report came 
out, Mr. Reagan admitted in a 
nationally televised speech his 
policy had degenerated into an 
arms-fbr-hostages deal. 

In the opposition Democratic 
Party's response to the presi- 
dent’s address, Senator Jim Sas- 
ser called on Mr. Reagan “to 
listen more closely to the Amer- 
ican people” on Central Amer- 
ican policy. 

“They don't want a chaotic 
policy feat could lead ultimately 
to American boys losing their 
lives for no reason in the jungles 
of Central America,” said Sen. 
Sasser, a member of the Demo- 
cratic Party and leading opponent 
of contra aid. 

He said Americans want no 
Soviet military bases in Nicar- 
agua, an opportunity for demo- 
cracy to flourish “and most of all 
they want peace for fee suffering 
people of Central America. 

Khasboggj: Tower report was 
wrong on arms funds, page 2 
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Egypt rebuilds church, mosque 
to prevent pre-election unrest 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyptian authorities, seeking 
to prevent sectarian unrest in the ran-np to elections 
next month, are rebuildiiig a mosque and repairing a 
church damag ed m m mmnnal incidents in the city of 
Sohag, officials said Sunday. 


The gesture of reconciliation 
was part of official efforts to calm 
religious sentiments, easily 
aroused by rumours of extremist 
action. 

The mosque and church were 
damaged during trouble late last 
month in the River Nile cities of 
Sohag, some 500 kilometres 
sooth of Cairo, and Beni Suef. 

Security forces arrested 19 
Muslim fundamentalists after de- 
monstrations over the burning of 
a mosque in a fire which police 
said was sparked by an electrical 
sbort-drcmt. 

Before the trouble died down, 
protesters set fire to a church, 
tried to destroy another and 
burned several shops and busi- 
nesses belonging to Copts, the in- 
digenous Christian minority in 
mainly-MusUm Egypt. 

The government sent the 
Waqfs (religious affaire) Minis- 
ter, Mohammad Ali Mahgoub, to 
Sohag and Beni Suef last week 
with a group of Muslim clezgy 
from Cairo's ancient A1 Azhar 


University to contain se c t ari a n 

incidents. 

They met local Christian and 
Muslim leaders, who agreed that 
the A1 Kotb Mosque and Church 
of die Virgin Mary would be 
rebuilt. 

Sohag’s security chief, Maj.- 
Gen. Samir Saeed, told Reuters 
Sunday that work had started on 
the rebuilding and the situation in 
the city was calm. 

Saeed confirmed a press report 
that a pet shop was burned down 
in an unexplained fire Saturday. 
But be denied the opposition A1 
Wafd newspaper's account, 
which said that a curfew had been 
damped on Sohag because of the 
blaze. 

“Students are going to classes 
regularly and business is as 
usual,” he said. 

The A1 Wafd report was symp- 
tomatic of unease in Egypt over 
the possibility of communal inci- 
dents during campaigning for par- 
liamentary elections on April 6, 
when political tempers are high. 


2 cameleers in Bahrain 
en route to Tanjier 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — 
Two Qatari cameleers were in 
Bahrain Sunday on their way to 
Tangier, an eight-month trek in 
the footsteps of the 14th century 
Arab explorer Ibn Battouta. 

Saleh and Ayed A1 Sharnmari 
were greeted here by Bahrain’s 
Grown Prince, Sheikh Hamad 
Ibn Isa A1 Khalifa. 

The pair set out from Muscat, 
Oman, 32 days ago with four 
camels, crossing the 264riloinetre 
King Fahd Causeway from Saudi 
Arabia into wind-swept Bahrain 
late Saturday. 

Their safari to Morocco wQl 
take them through desolate re- 
gions, ranging from the Sinai 
peninsula to the North African 
desert. 

They commenced on Feb. 10 in 
Muscat with the Atlantic seaport 
of Tangier as their destination, 
because it was the birthplace of 
Ibn Battouta. 

The two camel ridere said their 
objective is to team about young 
people in each of the countries 
they visit, apart from "enjoying 
the adventure.” 


The thirty-year-old Saleh told 
reporters tire Muscat-Tangier 
trek was the first of a three-phase 
journey that also includes East 
Asia, Russia and Europe before 
Gibraltar, at the west-side entr- 
ance erf the Med iterran ean. 

Ayed, 35, who is Saleh’s 
cousin, said that costs of the 
journey are borne by govern- 
ments of each of the countries 
they will pass through. 

The four dromedaries carry the 
two men and their provisions. 
Qatar’s Crown Prince, Sh eikh 
Hamad Ibn Khalifa A1 Tham, 
donated the camels and an unspe- 
cified sum for the trek. 

Saleh and Ayed said they were 
carrying as few provisions as 
possible, relying on the "generos- 
ity of the bedouins along the 
way.” - 

■ Otherwise, we vriQ live on a 
diet of coffee, dates, camel milk, 
rice and meat,” said Saleh. 

The two men plan to follow as 
dosefy as possible the trail of Ibn 
Battouta and other Arab explor- 
ers and rcfive their experience in 
spreading Islam, they sakL 


Peking, Aden sign accords 


PEKING (AP) — China and 
Sontfa Yemen signed six agree- 
ments on economic, technical and 
cultural cooperation Sunday, the 
official Xinhua News Agency 
said. Zheng Tuobin, Chinese 
minister of foreign relations and 
trade, and Abdullah Mohammad 
Othman, South Yemen’s minister 
of industry, commerce and supp- 


ly, signed five of the documents. 
Officials of the Chinese Culture 
Ministry and South Yemen’s 
Planning Ministry signed a sepa- 
rate culture agreement. Chinese 
Premier Zhao Ziyang and South 
Yemen’s Prime Munster, Yasm 
Sheed Noman, attended the sign- 
ing ceremony, Xinhua said. 
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Sohag and the city of Assmt, 
further north, are centres of 
activity by Muslim fundamental- - 
ists who want Mamie Sharia Law 
to be made the sole basis — 
rather than a baas, as at present 
— of Egyptian law. 

They also have a higher prop- 
ortion of Coptic Christians m 
their populations than the esti- 
mated 10 per cent national aver- 
age — over five tnflHon in a 51 
million total. 

The last major Mnslim-Christ- 
ian dashes in Egypt were in 1981 

in Cairo and Assm t- Tclarrrir miK- 

tancy has been a regular back- 
drop to politics since Muslim ex- 
tremists shot dead President 
Anwar Sadat the same year. 

In Alexandria, on the 
Mediterranean, a court Saturday 
acquitted 13 people charged with 
trying to burn down nightclubs 
and video shops. 

The 13 were indicted last 
November and charged with set- 
ting fire to a public bar and a 
religious shrine, and setting up an 
organisation aimed at overthrow- 
ing the government “by force and 
violence.” 

The prosecution had deman- 
ded life imprisonment for the 
group. 

The paper said after the judge 


acquitted the men, five students, 
an agranmnst, three workers, a 
reserve army officer and three 
unidentified fugitives, the defen- 
dants chanted religious slogans 
and songs. 

Seventy five other Muslim fun- 
damentalists remain detained 

pawling trial in g timilar C8SC 

after being accused last Septem- 
ber of caning for a holy war to 
replace the government. 

The prosecution has also asked 
for prison terms of up to life at 
bard labour for them. 

Sectarian conflicts, topics once 
considered taboo, are being 
openly discussed in govenunent- 
owned and opposition news- 
papers. 

Ahmad Bahaeddin, a col- 
umnist in the semi-official A1 
Ahram daily, quoted a letter 
from a leading Copt as saying 
only seven of the ruling National 
Democratic Party’s 448 candi- 
dates in the elections were Copts. 

A three-party alliance tinder 
the Labour Party name — 
Labour, the Liberal Party and the 
Muslim Brotherhood, toe latter 
tolerated by the government de- 
spite a long-standing ban — is 
promoting Islam in one cam paign 
slogan. 


Khashoggi: Tower report 
was wrong on arms funds 


MADRID (R) — Adnan 
Khashoggi, toe Santo multi-mil- 
lionaire who financed U.S. arms 
sales to Iran, was quoted Sunday 
as saying he was still owed $10 
million from the deal and had 
cash problems but was not bank- 
rupt. 

In an interview with the Span- 
ish daily El Pais, Mr. Khashog gi 
said the United States’ Tower 
Conmrissioni report on the sales 
was wrong to say he had received 
$22 million for the weapons. 

“(The Tower report) contains 
many errors on the subject of 
money as for as I am concerned. 
They say I paid $10 milli on 
around February 1986 and that I 
have received $22 milium, winch 
is false, senseless rubbish,” he 
added. 

El Pais said the interview, pub- 
lished in Spanish, was conducted 
in Mr. Khashoggi’s home in 
Monte Carlo last Friday. 

The Tower Commission, 
headed by former Senator John 
Tower, was appointed by Presi- 
dent Reagan to investigate the 
anns sales to Iran and the subse- 
quent reported tovenion of &mds 
to “contras” fighting the Sandm- 
ist gov ernm ent of Nicaragua. 

Bs report, sharply critical of 
the White House, was published 
just over two weeks ago. 

Mr. Khashoggi said the money 
owed to him was in a Swiss bank 
account in toe name of Lake 
Resources Inc, a company con- 
trolled by former White House 
aide Oliver North who was fired 
from the National Security Coun- 


cil (NSC) for allegedly diverting 
fimifa tD the ronfr^ . 

T can make North talk’ 

“North and his Lake Resources 
owe me $10 million which I had 
advanced to the Americans," Mr. 
Khashoggi said. 

“I am. the only one who can 
mak e North talk, force him to tell 
the troth about what has hap- 
pened to this money ... I don't 
care whether or not he goes to 
jafl.... what matters to me is get- 
ting my money back,” he added. 

Mr. Khashog gi said the affair 
had canned him financial prob- 
lems because his bank accounts in 
the United States and Switzer- 
land had .hem . frozen. . .. 

::o r.j .. 

KhmhcggPs company loses 

*•••• $500m 


“I have never been dm richest 
man in the wodd but Tm not 
ruined now. Some where in be- 
tween would be right,” he said. 

He said one of Ms companies, 
the Triad A me ri ca Company of 
Salt Lake City, had med for 
protection under U.S. bankrupt- 
cy laws because of heavy losses 
on property deals, which Mr. 
Khashoggi put at $500 million. 

Hie admitted-' that the financfa l 
problems had meant that staff at 
his luxury home in MarbeUa on 
Spain’s Costa Del Sol had grate 
unpaid for a week, but said be 
had settled the matter with help 
from his bank. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

* An exhibiDofi of oil painting* by Mis. 
Houriyya Lamia at (be Petra Bank 
Gaiety — Wadi Saqra (nod March 
2D) 

* An art eriabittoo by Soviet artist 
Mftta fl Aghanerian at tbe Umvoaty 
of Jordan (mtfl March 19). 

FEATURE FILM 


* “Private Benjamin" at 7*0 p.m. at 
tbe American Centre. 

PLAY 


“Arabic plays lor dtikben daily at 
10*0 sun. and 3:30 pan. at the Royal 
Catena! Centre (until March 31). 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cnhoral Centre .. TeL <561026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Kbraiy 641520 

British Conodl 636147/8 

French Coltnral Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centra 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Toriosh Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre ......... 665195 

Hussein Youth City 667181/6 

Y.W.CA 641793 

Y.W.MA 664251 

Annum Municipal library ..... 637111 
Umv. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

“CUMren’a Heritage and Science 
Museum" Fan and knowledge for all 
ages, pins a small planetarium. Open 
a! week 9:00 BJn. -1*0 p.m. and 3:30 
pjo. - 6*0 pjn. Closed on Friday. 
FoBdore Mmsoc Jewelry and cos- 
tomes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash f4tfa to 18th 
cent uri es). The Rinnan Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a-m,-5 pan. 
Ycw-rond. TeL 6S1760. 

Jo rdan Archaeological Mww Has 
an coUcttioo of the anti- 

quities of Jordan. Jabal AI Qal*a 
(Citadel HTD). Opening hours: 9.00 
ajm.-5.QQ p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a-m. to 4.00 pjn.). 


Closed Tuesdays. 

Jurdau Nafemd Gallery: Contains a 
collection of p a i n tin g s , cer a mi cs , and 
sculptures by contemporary Identic 
artists from most of the Muslim cotm- 
tries and a collection of paintingi by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Monta- 
zah, Jabal Lowobdefa. Opening boms: 

10.00 am. - 1 JO pm. and 3.00 pm.- 

6.00 pm. Closed Tuesdays. TeL 
630128. 

Martyrs* Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabffia dating from dm Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City, Amman. 
Opening hones 9.00 am.-4.00 pm. 
Closed Saturdays. TeL 664240. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


Uani Amman CMl Meetings every 
Cot and third Wednesday at tbe Ho&~ 
day fan, 1:30 run. 

Lions Fhfladdpfaa CWk Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
tbe Ammon Hotel, 7:30 pm. 
r hfl add pMa Rotary CU. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
L30 pj n. 

Ratmy CM. Meetings every Tbeaday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00 
pm. 

Royal AntaamUe dob. Jabal Am- 
man, Eighth Circle- TeL 816534, 
817534. 

CHURCHES 

Sl Joseph Cbmrefa (Roman Catbofic) 
Jabal Amman. TeL 624S90. 

Qmh af the AmndUiH (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Loseibdeh, Tel. 
637440. 

De k Safe Cfamch (Roman Catbofic) 
Jabal Hussein, Td. 661757. . 

T en nan ts Church (Roman Catbofic), 
Jabal LnweSxJeh, mas m Italian tan- 
goage, meet every Saturday at 5 JO 
p.m. TeL 622366 

Cknth of the Anmckflaa (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. TeL 623541. 
AngBcaa Clmreh (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, Td. 678906. 
Armenian Catholic Qanth Ashrafieh, 
Td. 77133 1. 

Armenian Ofthadmt Obnrcb Ashra- 

fieh, TeL 775261. 

SL. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh, TeL 771751. 

Avon f nte niif k —l Chan* (Inter- 
deoomiD&rional): jnects at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmemai, TeL 


Iranian 
opposition 
reports 
capture 
of base 

NKXXSIA, Cyprus (Agencies) — 
Iran’s main opposition group re- 
ported Sunday tout its guemOas 
“had captured an important** 
military base in the north western 
Kurdish region of Iran in a raid 
last week. 

The Mujabedeen Kbalq, or 
people's warriors, said in a state- 
ment drat 20 Iranian military per- 
sonnel have been killed or 
wounded, and five others, includ- 
ing a commander, taken prisoner 
in the pre-dawn dashes last 
Wednesday. 

The battle took place in the 
area of Mari van, a mountain 
town 16 kflometres east of the 
Iracj-Iran border in toe jf m tii i tfj n 
regions, toe statement said. It 
said the target was an important 

mi li t a r y base” it rcamKfl Mullah 

Gbader. 

Marivan is across the border 
from toe northern Iraqi city of 
SulaymamyaJh, the Kurds’ largest 
population centre in Iraq. 

The northern mountain ch a in 
on the joint border between Iran 
and Iraq, who had been at war 
since September 1980, is a botbed 
for I ranian guerrillas opposed to 
tixe Islamic fundamentalist gov- 
ernment of Ayatollah RnhoQah 
Khomeini in Tehran. 

Mujabedeen leader Massoud 
Rajavi has been in Iraq since last 
Jane directing attacks against toe 
Mamin government in Iran. 

Sunday’s Mujabedeen state- 
ment was issued in the Iraqi 
capital of Baghdad and telexed to 
the Associated Press in Nicosia 
from tile group's Washington 
office. 

It said Mujabedeen combatants 
amhndircri a patrol of I ranian 
soldiers near the base, struck at 
I ranian reinforcem ent s sent to 
the area following tbe ambush, 
then assaulted the centre. 

Significant quantities of 
weapons and ammuniti on” were 
seized in the raid, it said, ad ding 
that a co mmander it identified as 
LL Hassan Tatebzadeh was cap- 
tured. 

UJS. arms sales 

‘ w H itinmn g 1 

' ■ 'Meanwhile in Paris exiled for- 1 
mer banian President Abcrihasr_ J 
san Bani-Sadr sawt Saturday he 
believed toe United States was 
probably continuing sales to baa 
of arms and equipment with milit- 
ary applications. 

“It is more than probable the 
United States is continuing to sell 
aims to ban. We have no indica- 
tion to the contrary,” he told 
Renters in an interview, citing 
sources he deefined to identify. 

Mr. Bani-Sadr said be could 
not give details on how aims were 
being delivered to ban, now in its 
seventh year of war with Iraq, or 
whether other countries were in- 
volved as intermediaries, but said 
continu in g shipments included 
computers with nrifitary applica- 
tions. 


U.S. general’s book describes 
alleged coup plan in Tehran 


UNTIED NATIONS (AP) — As 
Iran's imperial aimed forces 
crumpled eight yeais ago, an 
American fonr-star general was 
asked by Washington if he would 
“be wflfing to go back to Tehran 
and conduct a military takeover,” 
a recently published book re- 
counts. 

In Mission to Tehran, pub- 
lished by Harper and Row, Gen. 
Robert E. Huyser, now retired 
from tbe U.S. Air Force, said tbe 
question was asked by Charles 
Duncan, the Jimmy Gaiter admi- 
nistration's undeMecretary of de- 
fence, during a telephone con- 
versation. 

Gen. Huyser, then deputy 
commander of tbe U.S. Euro- 
pean Command, was at his head- 
quarters in Stuttgart, West Ger- 
many, having returned from a 
not-so-secret mission to Iran just 
a week earlier. 

On the day of Mr. Duncan’s 
caD, on Feb. 11, 1979, the U.S.- 
supported civilian government of 
Shahpour Bakhtiar had just fallen 
to the Islamic revolutionaries of 
Ayatollah RnhoBah Khomeini, 
top Ir anian military leaders were 
being assassinated or arrested 
and miHtaxy barracks burned and 
looted. 

Gen. Huyser said he replied 
that he only would consider re- 
turning to beleaguered Tehran if 
he woe given unlimited funds, 10 
to 12 handpicked U.S. generals, 
10,000 of the best American 
troops and “undivided national 


Those listening at die other 
end of the Hne in Washington 
included Ebigniew Brzezmski, 
Mr. Carter’s national security 
adviser. 

“There was a rather long pause 
so I answered the question for 
them,” Gen. Huyser recalls in the 
book.” “The answer was obvious 
— it was not feasible.” 

Gen. Huyser, because of his 
past contacts with Iran’s mihtaiy 
leaders, had been sent to Tehran 
by Mr. Carter in early January, 
1979, as the fatally ill and dispi- 
rited Shah Mohammad Reza 
Fahlavi was preparing, at U.S. 
urging, to leave the country to 
give the Bakhtiar government a 


chance to establish itself. 

As he states in the book's 
introduction, Gen. Alexander 
Haig, Gen. Hnysefs boss and 
NATO commander at tbe time, 
opposed his deputy's mission 
“because its objective was ambi- 
guous and because it was 
pree mi nently a political and not a 
military task.” 

In retrospect, Gen. Huyser de- 
scribes Ms mission as “one that 
started with desperation and dis- 
unity and ended in disaster.” The 
conclusion has a familiar ring in 
tile aftermath of other U.S. poli- 
tical debacles involving Iran, in- 
cluding last year’s secret mission 
Of Robert McFarlane, Pres ide nt 
Ronald Reagan’s former national 
security adviser. 

Once in Tehran, Gen. Huyser 
soon found that be and U.S. 
Ambassador William Sullivan 
were working at cross-purposes 
and that the Carter adnrixustra- 
tion foundered in its avowed sup- 
port for Bakhtiar, an okl political 
opponent of the Shah picked by 
the monarch in tbe futile hope of 
appeasing Khomemfs suppor- 
ters. 

As Gen. Huyser understood 
his instructions, he was to encour- 
age — through advice only — 
Iran's military chiefs to remain in 
Iran after the Shah’s departure 
and give their s upp ort to the 
Bakhtiar government. Mean- 
while, they were expected to 
make contingency plans for a 
military coup, if that became 
necessary to head off seizure of 
the government by anti-Amer- 
ican Mamie milit a nts 

In retrospect, Gen. Huyser 
writes that there was disagree- 
ment witirin the Garter cabinet as 
to what his instructions actually 
meant. 

“Brzezmski,” Gen. Huyser 
said, “wanted it to convey to the 
Iranian military a green li gh t to 
stage a military coup, and consi- 
dered that it did so. President 
Carter intended to convey such a 
meaning only as a last resort.” 

At the time of Gen. Huyser’s 
mission speculation was rife that 

a military COUp was immin ent. 

Tbe American general’s book 
goes a long way to explain why it 


never came off. 

WhSe Gen. Huyser, in his re- 
ports batik to Washington, invari- 
ably gave an upbeat view of the 
cohesiveness of the American- 
equipped 450,000 man Imperial 
Aimed Forces, his descriptions of 
his me e tings with the Iranian 
staff indicated it was m chaos. 

He found them in a “totally 
hekdess state" and “thinking of 
their own skins” oncetiteshah 
departed. Used to the absolute 
rate of the Shah and tom by 
professkmal jeakmsncss, Gen. 
Huyser notes, the Iranian general 
staff “had a tendency to lean on 
me rather than to produce strong 
in it ia tives of their own.” 

One of tbe initiatives that efid 
emerge under Gen. Huyser’s 
prodding was a plan for a military 
take-over of Iran’s pro-Khomeini 
customs service to end huge 
snarls at the Turkish border erf 
trucks carrying vital food supplies 
and to cut off illegal arms ship- 
ments and sound tapes of 
Khomeini sermons. 

Gen. Huyser said he was 
shocked to learn that, before his 
departure for Egypt, the Shah 
had told his generals, “listen to 
him (Huyser), trust him and obey 
him. He is your general.” 

The statement indicates the 
Shah may have entertained some 
l i ng e rin g hope that, as happened 
in his 1953 crisis and flight, the 
United States would use his abs- 
ence to en g ine e r a countCFOOtip. 

But Gen. Huyser makes me 
point that his instructioxffi specifi- 
cally barred him from becoming a 
mover and shaker in the free- 
wheeling style of Kermit 
Roosevelt, the CIA man who 
orchestrated the 1953 connter- 


Gen. Huyser, obviously stung 
by later criticism that he bad 
misled the White House by send- 
ing bade overly o ptim istic assess- 
ments of Iran’s military, makes 
the telling points that tire “princi- 
ple blame for the fall of tbe m 
constitutional government in Iran * - 
must lie with the Shah” and that 

be bad been placed ma ‘‘No- win” - 

situation by an administration 
that was carrying out “conflicting 
policies simultaneously-’' 


Khomeini warns against internal dissent 


LONDON (R) — Iran’* revolu- 
tionary leader. Ayatollah JRnhol- 
lah Khomeini, Ins warned tire 
civilian and nrifitary hierarchy 
against discord and dissent within 
the nation, Tehran Radio said. 
_ A report monitored by the 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) said he gave the warning 
in a speech to senior government 
and military figures Saturday. 

Iranians, be said, should guard 
against internal dissent and try to 
prevent it in a situation where 
foreign powers aimed to “smash 
Islam... and destroy every one of 
us.” 

His audience at a Tehran mos- 
que included President Ali 
Khamenei, Prime Munster Mir- 
Hossein Monsavi and Ho- 
jatoleslam AH Akbar Hasbemi 
Rafaanjars, inflnential speaker of' 
tire Majlis (paiiiament) as well as 


nrifitary leaden, tire radio said. 

It quoted Pi nw i fi m ' as sayn^: 
“Everybody- around us is pur- 
suing the aim of destroy in g os 
from witirin. They say things like 
such-and-such ha ppened at such- 
and-socb a place, who is fighting 
whom... these things have an 
impact, and if one does not beg 
God for preservation from such 
evils, one may fall into a trap.” 

Uiging support for paihament 
and foe armed forces, Khomeini 
said it was a “religious duty” to 
control negative feelings about 
others and to behave in a friendly 
way. 

“We must support the Maps. 
The Majlis must take rides with 
the nation. We must support the 
government and it must serve the 
nation," he said. “We must sup- 
port foe -armed forces... they, 
too, should support you.” 


Khcmrenp said foere should not 
be “one faction on. one side and 
another on the other... the armed 
forces must be on the side erf tbe 
Revotutiooaiy Guards Corps and 
foe Corps must support the 
aimed forces.” 

AH organs of go vernment and 
nrifitary should support each 
other, he declared, ^so that one 
doesn't want to destroy the 
armed forces, while another tries 
to destroy the (Rerohitionary 
Guards) Corps — so that one 
doesn’t try to destroy tire govern- 
ment while another tries to des- 
troy die legislature... we must all 
be together.” 

And if tire situation was other- 
wise, religious duty obliged all to 
prevent it by every mans "even if . 
rf necessitates saenfiring a person ' 
or a group for the nation.” 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Tbk mUmaacian k sappSed by Royal 
Jordanian ittfotmtioa de pt t ba eBt at 
tbe Queen ASm International Airport 
TeL (08) 53200-5, when H should 
always be verged. 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Tormina] 1) 


88*8 ._ 
89*8 ... 
8925 ... 
8938 ... 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Sunday rates 
Local aeBfovy rates is Eh 

Belgian franc 88.4 / 89.1 

Dutch guilder 162/ 163.6 

French franc : 55/ 555 

Italian Era 25.7/ 26 

Japanese yen (for 100) 2331 224.4 

Swedish crows 52-5/ 32.9 

Swiss franc 218.1/ 228* 

U.K. getting pound 533.7/ 539* 

U-S.doBar 339.1/ 341.6 

W. German mart: 182.8/ 184* 


EMERGENCIES 


GENERAL 


Animhi gwtnwnWB ....... 

...... 891228 



Amman CSvO Defence 

... 198,199 


774111/19 

CMl Defence Qowaaaefa 

770733 

Mimsiry of Tourism 

... 642311 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Asmara downtown fire brigade 198 

Hnteid — 630341 

Price 

Telephone Information 

Jordan and Middle East ca&i 

— 661176 
.. .. 12 
10 

NUMUffit 

CM Defence rescoe 

778303 

_... 661111 

Repair service 

11 


...Jeddabl 

Muscat. Dubai j 

............... Damascus j 

— Abu Dhabi. Kuwait ( 

Lanncat 

Carrot 

Casablanca, Toms ( 


Fae headquarters 622090-3 

Hofice rescue 192,621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic poScc 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4,624881 
Municipal water comphbits 771125/8 
QacenAfialntL Airport (08)5333060 


NIGHT DUTY 


18*5 .... 
17*8 
17*8 .... 

18*5 

18*5 

81*8 .... 


OTHER FLIGHTS (TwifUra! 2) 

82*8 London, Baghdad (BA1 

67:35 ... Cairo (MSI 

89*8 Sana’a (LH) 

13e45 KawaitfKljj 

15:38 Brhwiii^wiaM fflg 


AMMAN: 

Dr.WatidYaom* .. 
Dr. boss Haddad 

Salara Pharmacy ...... 

Nesfoukh Fhannacjr . 


- 794811 

..897007 


inr pi mn ac y 
Fints pharmacy 


PRAYER TIMES 


HOSPITALS 


•435 — 

05:43 

11*4 

15*9 

17*8 

19*4 


Ftjr 

.. (Sunrise) Doha 

— Dhnhr 

‘As 

Maghreb 


Hussein Merfical Centre 

Kbafidi Maternity, J. Aon. 
Akfiefa Maternity , J. Am. . 
JahaJ Amman Maternity 
MaBuo, J. Amman 

Palrrtnf | Shnw i a a ni 


DEPAimjRXS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Temtliiaf 1) 

88*5 Aqaba (RJ) 

11:36 Paris (RJ) 

11*5 Vienna. Chkaao. Los Ansetes (RJ) 
12:15 .... FranS; Copca^SW 

13*8 . — LamacaOU) 

1338 Carre (RJ) 

19=38 Kuwait, DfaahraniRJ) 

28*6 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

28*5 Abn Dhabi, Doha (RJ) 

21*8 Baghdad (RJ) 

21*8 :... Jeddah (RJ) 

11=15 — Cairo (RJ) 


WEATHER 


Birflrfwi at f ifXrv I /y thr rSrjra rtmmt nf 

Meteorology. 

It wifi be partly dkxxty and foggy in 
foe momnig. An increase in tempera- 
txnc is expected, with nortbwesieriy 
moderate winds. Is Aqaba, it win be 
hanr, with uoithedy moderate winds 
and calm sea. 


Tbe Islamic, AbdaS .... 

Al-Abfi. Abdafi 

Raima, At-Mnbajieen 

Al-Bashir, J. Admfiefa 

Army, Maria 

Queen ASa Hospital 

Ama] Hospital 


. 813813/32 
.. 644281/6 
.. 642441/2 
— 642362 

— 636140 
. 664171/4 
-...669131 

— 845845 

.. 66723319 
666131731 

— 664164* 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
60224050 

674155 


TAXES: 

tMF» 

Jcmsakrn taxi 

Heb ron taxi 

Basmantaxi 

Mn’ad taxi 

AlSatah taxi 

Siyabaiaxi .... ... 

Knnfitaxi , *' 

nUHD: 

Dr. Issam At Salefa 

Tafapbaimacj 

A) S&ara'a pharmacy .. 

ZARQA: 

Dr. NariH’ar Amman 
Al Hayapbannacy 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppcdtowcr price in Bs per tig. Garik (dry) ... 

Apple (AO kinds) 310 / 210 Grapefrtiit ”” 


OTHER FUGHTS (Totinhwl 2) Amman ... 


I ftlAlM. 


Emgdktl ij.ihiw (Vnrfc Jabal 
Amman, 6th Circle, (Rev. N. Stair), 
Td. 811295. 


Bread beans 

Beetroot ...; ...... 

Carrot (btacfc) Z.Z 

Catrot f veflow) 
On dM cw a (yetow) 

CnnBflfw wg (white) .. 

Ol M* II H < ■■■■■■, ! - 

f!lU..IHlllP| V 


Baghdad (1A 


• in Bs pa- kig. 

310/270 

320/270 

270/220 

.520 / 440 

100/ 60 

90/ 60 

70/ 50 

130/100 

190/ 70 

130/100 

130/100 

500/400 

190/140 

130/100 

100/ 70 


Lemon 

Marrow .......... 

Onion (dry)...., 

Onion unxa)., 
QrangefAlmSi 


Potato ., 


— 600/500 

— 130/100 

— 110/ » 
100/ W 
170/130 

— 180/140 
320 / 280 
«... 220 /HO 

— 350/300 
..... 440/360 

— 270/220 

160/129 

90/ 60 

80/ 90 
130/100 




®AYu. 
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MEWS IN BRIEF 


University marks 25th anniversary 

AMMAN (Pena.) — The University of Jordan on Sunday mar ked 
its sitod jnbflee (25th anniversary). University President Abdul 
Sala m. A i Majali hoisted a- special silver jubilee flag on the 
univenity campus heralding the start of celebrations to mark this 
occasion. A -Royal Decree was issued in 1962 establishing die 
University of Jordan as the first institution for higher education in 
Jordan. The university now comprises 14 faculties in the fields of 
human sciences as well as applied and pure 

New JPA board holds first session 

AMMAN (J. T) — The Jordan Press Association’s (JPA) new 
. b oard faeld'Hs first session on Sunday under the chairmanship of 
neyrty-etected president Rakan Ai Majali and posts were allo- 
cated to new board members. Fayez Ham dan (editor-in-chief of 
Al Ithnein weekly) was elected JPA vice president, Ahmad 
Zgheflax (Petra) was elected secretary, Fakhri AI Nimri (Sawt Al 
Sbaab) was elected treasurer, Yousef Al Absi (Al Ra*i) assistant 
secretary and Ahmad Al Hisban (Al Dustour) was elected 
assistant treasurer. A committee for health insurance and a 
disciplinary council were formed during the meeting. Mr. Majali 
won the JPA presidency against his only rival Ibrahim Sakkijha 
during elections held Friday. Mr. Majali succeeds Mr. Mahmoud 
Al Kayed; the chairman of the board of directors of die Jordan 
Press Foundation. Mr. Kayed served as JPA president for two 
consecutive terms. 

Tunisian transport team due today 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delegation from the T unisian Ministry of 
Transport is due in Amman Monday on a visit to Jordan expected 
to last several days. The delegation will bold talks with Ministry of 
Transport officials on Jordanian-Tunisian cooperation in trans- 
port affairs. Its members will also tour a number of installations 
owned by the Iraqi-Jofdanian Land Transport Company and will 
study the company's experience in land transport. 

Jordan to attend scoots seminar 

CAIRO (Petra) — Jordan will take part in an Arab scouts 
seminar which is scheduled to open in Cairo today with the 
participation of 14 Arab states. The week-long seminar will 
discuss means of developing scout programmes to cope with 
modem advancements and to achieve the goals of the Arab scout 
movement. 

RJ ceases publication of newsletter 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal Jordanian has ceased publication of its 
weekly newsletter which had been issued by the airline every 
Thursday for the past 11 years. The national carrier will, however, 
issue a new format publication at a later date to continue the 
airline's links between Its staff and with the aviation community, 
according to a Royal Jordanian spokesman. 


Municipality 

marks Arab 
Cities Day 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Sunday 
March 15 marked the 10th 
anniversary of Arab Cities Day, 
which was observed in various 
parts of the Arab World. On the 
occasion, Mr. Abdul Ra’ouf Al 
Rawabdeh, mayor of the Greater 
Amman Council, issued a call to 
citizens of the Greater Amman 
region to back die municipality’s 
efforts and programmes designed 
to improve public services to all 
dtizens. 

Ibis anniversary coincides with 
die municipality’s endeavour to 
execute a comprehensive plan to 
serve the Greater Amman region 
from now until the year 2005, Mr. 
Rawabdeh said. He said that die 
plan, now being prepared by a 
special technical team, would be 
put into force within the coming 
three months, and would offer 
integrated services for residents 
of Amman the dty suburbs and 
the visitors to the capital. This is a 
pioneer plan that requires sup- 
port and backing from all 
dtizens, because everybody will 
benefit from improved services, 
Mr. Rawabdeh added. 

This year’s anniversary is being 
observed under the slogan of 
“towards the development and 
modernisation of munidpal ser- 
vices.” which is just what the plan 
hopes to achieve, Mr. Rawabdeh 
pointed out. He said that the new 
experiment re-organising 

and re-distributing services for 
Amman and the new municipali- 
ties which are now part of the 
Greater Amman region. 

Recreation amenities 

Apart from providing services, 
asphalting streets, building 
bridges, supplying water and col- 
lecting garbage, the Amman 
Municipality aims at providing 
other basic amenities such as lib- 
raries, parks', community centres 
and a theatre, all of which, he 
said, are included within the inte- 
grated plan. 



RJ to take delivery 
of first Airbus today 


Prime Minister Zaid Rifai Sunday holds talks with Syrian Minister of Industry Afi Tarabulsi 

Rifai confers with Syrian I Hindawi meets 
minis ter of industry ISESCO chief 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai on Sunday 
conferred with visiting Syrian 
Minister of Industry Ali Tarabulsi 
on means of promoting Jorda- 
man-Syrian cooperation m indus- 
try and economic affairs. 

The meeting at the Prime 
Ministry was attended by Minis- 
ter of Trade and Industry Rajai 
Muasher. 

The one-day meeting of the 
Jordanian -Syrian Industry Com- 
pany (JSIC) ended here late 
Saturday evening. The assembly 
was co-chaired by Mr. Tarabulsi 
and Dr. Muasher and discussed 
means and ways to solve the 
problems faring the JSIC as well 
.as its present finan cial and admi- 
nistrative situation. 

The company is in charge of 
operating a number of joint pro- 
jects in the two countries and its 
main schemes are the white ce- 
ment company based in the south 
of Jordan and the Damascus- 


based factory for manufacturing 
carpets. 

According to a JSIC report 
approved on Saturday, (he ce- 
ment company, whose commer- 
cial operations started in August 
1985 with a daily production of 
320 tonnes, has presently 
achieved excellent quality pro- 
duction, registering two per cent 
higher than the British standard 
for cement quality. The report 
added that production output 
during both the company's ex- 
perimental and commercial op- 
erations reached 47,058 tonnes, 
out of which, 36,344 tonnes were 
marketed in both markets. 

The meetings between Dr. 
Muasher and Mr. Tarabulsi, 
according to well informed 
sources, focused on alleviating 
problems facing Jordanian-Syrian 
trade exchanges, including the 
issue of hard currency exchanges 
between the two countries. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Education Thouqao Hindawi 
conferred in his office Sunday 
with Mr. Abdul Hadi Bou Taleb. 
director general of the Islamic 
Educational. Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (ISESCO). 
who is on a visit to Jordan. They 
discussed preparations for hold- 
ing a general ISESCO conference 
in Amm an in the coming year and 
inviting ministers of education in 
Islamic countries. 

Also discussed at the meeting 
was cooperation between ISES- 
CO and Jordan and unifying edu- 
cational curricula in Islamic na- 
tions. 

The ISESCO official later met 
with Minister of Higher Educa- 
tion Nassereddin Al Assad for 
discussions on cooperation be- 
tween the Islamic organisation 
and the Ministry of Higher 
Education. They also discussed 
preparations for the ISESCO 
conference. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan today 
takes delivery of its first six 
A3 10-300 Airbus passenger jets 
which will fly into the (Jueen Alia 
International Airport, according 
to an official announcement 
issued by Royal Jordanian air- 
line. 

The national carrier signed an 
agreement on the lease of the six 
planes on March 8 with a private 
company in Paris. The second 
aircraft will arrive here by the end 
of 19S7 and the remaining four by 
1990. 

The company was created by a 
consortium of British, French, 
West German and Spanish banks 
which agreed last May to lease 
the A310-300s and six smaller 
A320 models manufactured by the 
European Airbus Industrie. The 
agreement was signed on behalf 
of Jordan by Finance Minister 
Hanna Odeh and the airline's 
chairman Ali Ghandour on 
February 27. Royal Jordanian 
chose Airbus to replace its ageing 
fleet of Boeing 707s and 727s, 
with an option for three more 
A3l0-300s and four more A320s. 

; \ spokesman for Royal Jorda- 


nian said (hat a special ceremony 
will be held at the Queen Alia 
International Airport to celebrate 
the occasion. 

Flights lo India 

In another development, the 
Royal Jordanian announced 
Saturday that it will open a route 
lo New Delhi as of the beginning 
of May and that it plans to open a 
second route to link Amman with 
Calcutta. A spokesman for Royal 
Jordanian said that the national 
air carrier will operate one flight 
a week to each destination. 

On Feb. ] ! . Jordan and India 
signed a memorandum of under* 
standing aimed at bolstering bi- 
lateral cooperation in air trans- 
port. The memorandum provides 
for Royal Jordanian to operate 
weekly flights to New Delhi and 
to Calcutta. The agreement also 
calls for the national airlines of 
the two countries to hold a meet- 
ing in the near future to exchange 
information regarding regular air 
transport operations between the 
two countries. 


Sudanese economic 
delegation arrives 


University researches agricultural 
potential of semi-arid regions 
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i S S€Cl By Meg Abo Hamdan work that makes tins exhibition a 

Special to the Jordan Tones feast for the mind as well as for 

sen, K^r-l stw mrar; j tbe^ eyes/- iisuns, v'^ni'in -«iu 

m Ammanr-: -■ Perspectives' tw-Amriwro 

ti^.nioirthrfrffl difficult to^getito T,! - ■ 4 \o.-: ;tV 

■ i3 '- s ® e byt ° ne Good smaller oils and waterco- 

- rjr ^ul^ tbemzss^istheexhibi- lours line the walls, but it is the 

- ■ ™ large and important works that 

„ f Rsa3sa “J catch and hold the attention. 

. . -:c Cultural Centre until Monday. Perhaps best of these is Razzaz’s 

i.; * - Razzazs oils are the epitome of painting of Amman , which Raz- 

x 8,1 one I 18 * ever heard about ^ caJk “The Mother” who 

- . ^temporary Egyptian art. FtiD “embraced him” for three years. 

Jybsed, of Over two metres in length it rears 

'• symbols — the strange hierog- up the wall like one of Amman’s 

. ;-?> - lyphics foaded with meaning that seven mountains. Its not a panor- 

2 ST have become an almost univer- amic view of the city but rather a 

»: • :*=! *“ o"* ““<*« “tots coming birds and worms eye view all in 

-- fr°m that area — of perfectly one — the upper half of the 

- V-’ “S?" fi f ires faces “ d painting showing the small cuboid 

- subtie colours, textures and com- houses with their multipfirity of 

- : -v positions, Razzaz’s work fulfils openings as one would see them 

• toir expectations of what these from the street in the valley be- 

■ ■ % “to* 7 - conadered by many to the lower half of the 

be ^ k'v’f 10 A 13 * 5 World — painting looks down on a patch- 

. are capable of doing. work of roofe fufl of aerials and 

— ■ T* Although young, Razzaz com- watertanks. 

(i/'jVT es from a family of famous pain- linking the two shifted perspec- 

f 1 v '- ^ " ters and it is obviously this back- fives across an open space are 

ground that has helped him find ladders up and down which Raz- 

frgSS- his roots and enabled him to zaz's small stylised figures crawl, 

develop his art from them so- some etatebing the strings that stop 

a quickly. Razzaz, thus, has his the brightly coloured kites from 

3 own direction as well as his innate flying heavenwards for ever. The 

“vn-e Egyptian-ness, but at the same different levels of the painting indi- 

" time there is a lively variety in his cate the many different levels of 


Razzaz grabs attention with lively, 
stylised exhibition of his paintings 
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Portrait by RflK Razzaz 


meaning that can be read from the 
work — meanings the artist wants 
^ ■ us toread and others we wish to see 
•—ourselves.- : - ' x- 

n ~*.v gazra^&view^JTOhttmuc^, 
■ subtler and more ample. Emerg- 
ing from a background of the 
softest and palest of colours, 
which is dominated by the ring of 
columns seen around the forum 
are many tiny figures, populating 
the ruins as must the ghosts of the 
people whose home the ancient 
Decapo lis dty once was. 

Small, square-bodied figures 

Almost every painting in the 
exhibition carries these small, 
strange, square-bodied figures 
whose angular limbs taper out to 
graceful points. One painting is 
solely made up of hundreds of 
them, each body a different col- 
our, the dot like head and raised 
arms forming waves of movement 
across the repetitive forms, like 
the wind passing over a field of 
ripened corn. In another ex- 
tremely attractive piece, the fi- 
gures, painted in matt black 

S a background of the 
turquoise vie for space 
id, stencil Hke drawings of 
ducks, cranes, horses, roosters 
. and plants. Reminiscent of the 
early wall paintings from Hiera- 
koupolis, they convey a powerful 
idea of the depth of Egyptian 
culture. 


ART REVIEW 


Finally the figures also appear 
in Razzaz’s small oils and water- 
colours. Even more simplified 
they achieve a rare naivety a 
child-like innocence that is 
threatened and denied, in the 
watercolours at least, by the bold 
colours that wash across the pap- 
er. 

Nestling happily among all 
these figures are portraits — two 
striking versions of his unde done 
in heavy lines of black a^xnst 
streaks of dashing venmllian — 
and abstracts as well as other 
paintings that combine all these 
elements, like Razzaz’s moving 
piece on the Sudan, This is an 
arresting work in which all Raz- 
■ zaz’s many abilities combine — 
itis eye for subtie shades which 
are here brutally shattered tty the 
stunning scarlet of the banner 
that flaps across the scene, his 
- way with composition and tex- 
tures — the folds of the fabric in 
the centre of the piece, indicated 
by careful rendering are given 
almost tangible form by the thick 
. impasto layers of paint that fall 
away beneath it, his sense of 
detail and of the impact of certain 
symbols on the unconscious. It is 
a piece that encompasses Raz- 
zaz’s full versatility and virtuosity 
. and one that gives a him of the 
excellent work soli to come from 
this talented young artist. 


By Nttfwa Najjar 
Jordan Tkncs Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Experimenting with 
agricultural production in areas 
where rainfall does not exceed 
200 millimetres annually could 
provide an answer to stemming 
the spread pf desertification in 
Jordan and the Near East. 

1 A research siler 50 -kilometres 
-'southeast of Amman has -for the 
past year and half been conducting 
studies on the optimum agricultu- 
ral production on lands consi- 
dered as semi-arid and prone to 
desertification, said Dr. 
Mahmoud Al Dweiri, Dean of 
the Faculty of Agriculture at the 
University of Jordan. “Our 
objective is to develop a compre- 
hensive package needed to cope 
with desertification problem in 
Jordan and areas with similar 
environmental conditions,” said 
Dr. Dweiri. 

Addressing a group of journal- 
ists visiting the site. Dr. Dweiri 
said: “There are other sites ex- 
perimenting with production in 
the desert, but none have the 
conditions of this site with less 
than 200mm of rainfall and ex- 
treme temperatures, either very 
high or very low.” 


is part of the University of Jor- 
dan’s special action programme: 
fight against hanger. “The Facul- 
ty of Agriculture at the nxnveraity 
found this project appropriate 
since most of the countries in this 
region are low rainfall areas suf- 
fering from desertification,” said 
the 

“We are testing simple techni- 
ques applicable to simple farms,” 
said R. Tbeib Y. Oweis, irriga- 
tion and water consultant for the 
research site. “Once an experi- 
ment proves to be successful, we 
will invite farmers and the Minis- 
try of Agriculture so that they 
can, if they wish, adopt the idea,” 
said Dr. Oweis. 

Dr. Oweis, from the Faculty of 
Agriculture, is one of the 18 
faculty members participating in 
the research activities. Five re- 
search assistants spedahsmg in 
agricultural science and tour 
graduate students awarded scho- 
larships to conduct research in 
agriculture are also part of them. 

EC grant 

A grant for the project has 
been provided by the European 
Community (EC). The 750,000 
EC units . (ECU) grant forms 53 
per cent of the total cost, and the 
rest of the expenses are covered 
tty oontribntions from the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. Mr. Romano 
Lantmi, head of the EC Commis- 
sion in Jordan said: “The grant 
was made to the project to im- 
prove agricultural production ami 
to enhance self reliance in semi- 
mid areas.” The Jordanian gov- 
ernment has shown its support by 
offe rin g the 200 hectares of land 
for experimentation. 

The reporters were shown 
several of the experiment, on a 
field trip arranged by the Faculty 
of Agriculture to see the progress 


of the research site. Dr. Awni 
Taimeb, the torfimrai director of 
die project and a pro fessor from 
the Faculty of Agriculture told 
the reporters “there are eight 
major projects with several ex- 
periments w ithin each.” The pro- 
jects fall under four types of 
management: land, plant, water, 
and livestock based on the site 
•*' “selection and collection of in«' 
formation on soil, water and ct- 
mate. 

Ground water 

Research has shown that 
pound water may not be suffi- 
cient for agriculture in this area 
by the year 2000 since a major 
portion is allocated for human 
and industrial uses. Therefore, 
the option left is to establish and 
develop the best means for utilis- 
ing surface water, and upgrading 
water use efficiency for the 
adopted practices. Due to season- 
al fluctuations in dhnate in this 
zone, project activities were 
selected to suit such conditions. 

“For a good crop, 600mm of 
water is needed. With water har- 
vesting we can collect the rainfall 
into a smaller area to obtain tins 
amount,” said Dr. Taimeb. Using 


rent areas of land, or just leaving 
some plots of land uncovered, tire 
researchers are trying to find the 
Optimum area and materi al which 
allows for the greatest amount of 
water to run off towards target 
areas or into barrels. 

“We use techniques and ex- 
periences of other countries, but 
slightly modified to our own con- 
ditions and in order to make use 
of our own local materials,” said 
Dr. Oweis. “For example > we 
have our own measurement de- 
vices, and the plastic and paraffin 
is made locally.” 

Presently six hectares are being 
irrigated and under experimenta- 
tion. The researchers are trying 
to determine the consumption 
use for selected crops, to estab- 
lish some practical techniques for 
reducing evaporation in water 
storage and to select the best field . 
irrigation methods. 

Earth ilamg 

Three earth dams were con- 
structed by the University of Jor- 
dan. “They were designed to be 
as efficient as possible and to get 
the maximum capacity at the 
lowest costs,” said Dr. Oweis. 
Between JD 2,000 - 2^00 was the 
cost of each dam which holds 
about 60,000 cubic metres of wa- 
ter. A concrete dam to hold the 
same amount of water would 
have cost JD 30,000, added Dr. 
Oweis. 

Research has shown that soil 
type in this rone is found cm 35 
per cent of the total area in 
Jordan. These areas were not 
induded in development plans 
over the last decades. Furth- 
ermore, this type of area is being 
damaged by various degradation 
and desertification processes. 
The research site is trying to 
determine tbe best land ose, agri- 


culture potential and production 
of different crops applicable to 
these conditions. Plants are being 
tested for their suitability in diffe- 
rent sofl areas, and their re- 
sponses under optimum manage- 
ment is being studied, continued 
Dr. Oweis. 

As well as maintaining soil 
productivity, the researchers 
Sferrve to inquuve soil fertility. 
Different mixes and concentra- 
tions of organic and inorganic 
sources of plant nutrients are 
mixed with the soil, said Dr. 
Butros Hattar, a professor in the 
Faculty of Agriculture. 

According to Dr. Taimeh, 
“badly depleted soil is a problem 
for wheat production.” He 
showed reporters the areas desig- 
nated for wheat, and said that 
dealing with this problem calls for 
daily irrigation during germina- 
tion. Also different levels of nit- 
rogen and fertilisers are- added, 
be said. 

Run-off problem 

AD the professors noted the 
problem of no-off water as being 
the biggest stumbling block. Fer- 
tile ground reduces the rate of 
run-off and deep percolation and 
by ' ' 

water requirement 01 crops, mere 
is less chance of wasted water, 
they said. In addition, the resear- 
chers will continue to test diffe- 
rent tillage practices and means 
to reduce transpiration and soil 
water evaporation, and to in- 
crease water bolding capacity of 
soils. 

An experiment ’ where no 
irrigation had been used was also 
shown to the reporters, to iden- 
tify crop species which can estab- 
lish themselves under natural 
habitat. The plot induded cere- 
als, trees, and forage crops. Forty 
two dunums were planted last 
April with a survival rate of 70 
per cent,” said Dr. Oweis. The 
project aims to study the natural 
vegetation for its teed potential 
and soil conservation, and to 
select suitable crops by evaluating 
the different crop spedes for 
agronomic, economic and other 
quality traits under different soil 
moisture conditions. 

Dr, Dweiri told the journalists, 
“we are looking at soils and 
plants, but we have in min d to 
look at livestock management as 
well, since we want an integrated 
approach." He also said that tbe 


but would keep working depend- 
ing on tbe support it receives. 


RARE BOOKS 

Original copies of 19th Cen- 
tury Orientalists books on 
Jordan, Palestine, Arabia and 
Egypt. Excellent condition, j 
wide-ranging topics covering 
fauna and flora and social 
anthropology. 

Great bargains. Perfect for 
gifts. Collector's items. 

Call: Captain Arslan 
Ramadan at 814169 


AMMAN (Petra) — Under 
Secretary of tbe Sudanese Minis- 
try of Trade and Supply Omar Al 
Mubarak Abu Zaid arrived in 
Amman on Sunday at the head of 
an economic and trade delegation 
on a five-day visit to Jordan. The 
delegation will hold talks with 
officials from the private and 
public sectors on bolstering bi- 
lateral relations and cooperation 
in economic and trade affairs. 

Mr. Abu Zaid said in a state- 
ment upon arrival that during his 
visit, Jordan and Sudan will sign 
an agreement intended to prom- 
ote bilateral trade. Agreement on 
this subject was readied in princi- 
ple and initial steps towards 
promoting cooperation we 


formulated between the two sides 
during a visit to Sudan in January 
by a Jordanian economic delega- 
tion. Mr. Abu Zaid added. He 
said that the two countries intend 
to exchange goods worth SI DO 
million 

Mr. Abu Zaid spoke about 
areas where economic and trade 
cooperation could be achieved 
between Sudan and Jordan and 
he expressed the hope that both 
countries would achieve further 
progress. 

Under Secretary of the Minis- 
try of Industry and Trade 
Mohammad AI Saqqaf and senior 
government officials were at hand 
to greet the visitors upon their 
arrival at the airport. 


Letter said to link Bush to North 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. FuUer. in a telephone in- 
terview. said when he asked Mr. 
Bush about tbe letter, the vice 
president could not recall Dr. 
Castejon. 

“Tbe vice president's- only ac- 
tion was to sign a response 
drafted by a member of his staff 
to Dr. Castejon," Mr. FuDer 
said. 

The original letter from Dr. 
Castejon was written in Spanish, 
which Mr. Bush does not read, 
and the vice president “was in no 
way familiar with the specific 
request contained in the letter or 
the nature- of the request,” Mr. 
FuUer said. 

However, he said Mr. Bush 
was aware, from a staff prepared 
outline of the letter, that Dr. 
Castejon was seeking help for his 
effort to support the rebels. 

Asked what action Mr. Bush 
expected from Col. North, Mr. 


Fuller said, “he had no expecta- 
tion or reason to know what kind 
of follow-up action would take 
place.” 

Dr. Castejon specifically re- 
quested a meeting with the vice 
president and that request was 
denied, Mr. Fuller said. 

According to the report pre- 
pared by the presidentially- 
appointed Tower Commission, 
Col. North was deeply involved 
in a covert operation to support 
the contras even though Con- 
gress, on Oct. 3. 1984, prohibited 
government agencies involved in 
intelligence activities from directly 
or indirectly aiding the Nicara- 
guan rebels. 

The ban was eased later in 
1985, when Cbngress approved 
S27 million non-lethal aid. 

Dr. Castejon, in an interview 
with the newspaper, said he 
travelled twice to Washington 
and attended a White House 
briefing where Mr. Reagan and 
Col. North were present. 


BMW launches 735i in Jordan 


AMMAN — The first top 
of tbe line 1987 “Bayerisch 
Motoren Werke,” better known 
by its initials BMW, was intro- 
duced to the Jordanian car mar- 
ket on Sunday. The BMW agency 
in Amman organised a press con- 
ference on the occasion during 
which a spokesman for the 
Munich-based plant outlined the 
vehicle’s qualities. The new 
BMW 735L the spokesman said, 
was designed to compete with top 
of the line luxury cars of the 
British-made Jaguar and the Ger- 
man-made Mercedes Benz. 

It took around seven years of 
development and planning from 
the initial design concept to tbe 
first car rolling off the production 
line at the beginning of the year. 


the spokesman said, adding that 
more than 1.5 billion marks have 
been poured into development 
and research every year. 

He said that the new line is 
characterised by a striking, low- 
profile grille, the flowing, rounded 
edges, a gently rising elegant 
body line and other additional 
qualities. 

The BMW press spokesman is 
accompanied a German delega- 
tion including sales and promo- 
tion personnel and technical en- 
gineers. 

The Amman agency’s general 
manager Hani Abunameh said 
his agency was planning to give a 
first hand driving experience on 
Monday for selected people to 
test the efficiency of the vehicle. 
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The warm Canadian winter 


Moment of truth 

THE U.S. Congress will likely have to face a difficult political 
choice in the coming months over its South African anti- 
apartheid law. The passage of the anti-apartheid law was a 
major victory for Democratic congressmen who succeeded in 
overriding a presidential veto on a foreign policy issue for the 
first time since President Reagan took office. One of the 
provisions of the law authorises Congress to stop U.S. military 
aid to coon tries violating a ban on providing arms to South 
Africa. 

And guess who reportedly tops the list of countries providing 
arms to South Africa — Israel, the largest recipient of 
American military aid. According to a recent report in the 
Israeli newspaper Ha’aretz. fc~ael leads a U.S. State Depart- 
ment list of countries wbk^ supply arms to Pretoria, a list 
which is to be submitted to Congress on April 1. At the same 
time, brad is ashing the United States for- $3 billion in aid. 

When asked about the compatibility of brad’s arms sales to 
South Africa and the anti-apartheid law passed by Congress, 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, on his recent trip to the 
United States, said he had no intention of halting arms supplies 
to South Africa, U.S. law or do U.S. law. Ah'* be sounded 
confident that the U.S. would not cut off aid to Israd on this 
count This open challenge did not receive much attention by 
Congress, but congressmen will not be able to look the other 
way when they receive the State Department list. And it will be 
a politically difficult Issue to face. Most members of Congress 
who pushed the anti-apartheid bin are from the Democratic 
Party; the same Democratic Party that receives strong support 
from most Jewish- Americans, the Jewish population is cofr 
centrated in key Democratic states like New York and 
Massachusetts. And the clout of the pro-Israeli lobby ■» 
Congress is well-known. 

So the question arises: Will a Democratically-controlled 
Congress implement its own law and stand by its moral 
principles embodied in the anti-apartheid law? Or win It bow to 
political pressure from Jewish- Americans and their strong 
lobby, and make an “exception” for- brad? For "the U.S; " 
Congress, the moment of truth is St b&rid. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: On the right course 


IN a wide-ranging interview telecast on Jordan Television Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai clarified a number of points related to the 
government's measures aimed at stimulating foe national economy. 
It is clear from foe prime minister's statement and foe figures he 
released to foe viewers that the" country is back on foe right course for’ 
a healthy economy. It was a positive gesture on foe part of foe prime 
minister to take part in an open dialogue with foe editors of foe two 
main newspapers in the country, and we hope that other ministers 
and key officials will follow foe example of Mr. Rifai in meeting foe 
press and offering full explanation of the government’s policies and 
its objectives. The frank statements of foe prime minister have 
provided clarification on several domestic issues of concern to the 
Jordanian public. He spoke about foe election law which he said is 
not suspended or postponed and will be put into force once new 
elections take place in the Kingdom. He also spoke about municipal 
elections in the Greater Amman Region and touched on foe question 
of taxes and fees for travellers leaving the country, as well as foe fees 
imposed on domestic servants in Jordan. His statements were 
characterised with frankness and clarity, and we are quite satisfied to 
hear foe prime minister announce that the interest of foe general 
public should override all other considerations. 

Al Dustour: Interesting, useful interview 

PRIME Minister Zaid Rifai spoke in a lengthy interview on Jordan 
Television Saturday night pointing out foe major progress achieved 
in foe economic sector, ana foe march towards prosperity. Mr. Rifai 
referred to Jordan's prestige on foe Arab and international level and 
the credibility foe country enjoys, thanks to the wise policies of King 
Hussein who has been able to steer foe country towards progress. 
The prime minis ter expounded foe government's economic measures 
over the past two years and said that they were aimed at stimulating 
foe national economy and bringing back Jordan to foe right course 
leading towards further prosperity. Citing figures and facts about the 
improvement in the national economy, foe prime minister shed light 
on a number of issues of concern to foe Joraanian citizens and their 
future. Mr. Rifai spoke at length about foe general election, the 
municipal elections, fees and taxes, universities and public and 
private sector companies and pointed to foe wisdom in foe. 
government's measures which, he said, are part of an overall plan to 
revive the national economy. In fact, foe prime minister gave his 
viewers an interesting and very useful talk about matters of their 
concern; and the candid interview is bound to gain his government 
further support and backing from the Jordanian public. 

Sawt Al Shaab: A sound course 


DESPITE foe obstacles impeding rapid movement towards prosper- 
ity Jordan has made big strides in reviving the national economy and 
improving foe performance of the private sector. These facts, backed 
by figures were presented to the public Saturday evening by Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifai who described foe government's measures over 
foe past two years as steps leading foe country towards real 
prosperity. Mr. Rifai’s talk on Jordan Television was comprehensive 
and frank, giving particulars about foe improvement in foe balance of 
.trade, an increase in exports and a decrease in imports. The 
government, be said, is determined to rationalise public spending, 
encourage investment and serve foe interests of foe largest sections of 
the public. The government he added does not seek cheap popularity 
at the expense of foe general public's interest; and for this reason, foe 
main task is to provide foe most practical means for improving foe 
economic situation for the Jordanian people at large, not favouring 
one faction at the expense of the others. Mr. Rifal’s talk about 
unemployment and about foe additional travel fees, foe domestic 
servants and universities, helped to put many minds at rest and 
reassured the public of foe sound course of the govemr : national 

and domestic policies. 


MY itinerary to foe West has taken me to Canada as well where I 
found even more snow than I had left in Switzerland. But the cold 
weather of Canada is deceiving as it bides the warmth and 
compassion that radiate across Canada from coast to coast and 
there foe seemingly never-ending Canadian whiter. 

In Canada, I found two fundamental issues which seem to 
permeate life -in Canada all over. They seem to even upstage foe 

S jestionable future of foe party and government of Prime Minister 
rian Mulroney wfacb is plagued by accusation of corruption and 
practicing personal favouritism. They also appear to overshadow all 
other mundane and bread and butter issues which Canada and 
Canadians are trying to winter through in foe dire economic 
conditions prevailing across Canada now. These two issues are: 1) 
The call for the restitution of foe death penalty which was abolished 
in Canada back in 1976, and 2) foe floods of refugees from all 
comers of foe world especially I-atin America who seem to be 
swamping foe frontiers of Canada firm east to west 
It was most interesting to hear and become a silent participant in 
foe ongoing debate in Canada between foe proponents of the 
abolition of foe death penalty who succeed in taking it away from 
Canadian criminal laws and their opponents who are riding high on 
foe wave of conservatism which is sweeping through many parts of 
Canada and are now demanding foe return of foe capital 
pu nishm ent to foe laws of Canada. The debate between them is 
ostensibly a local and provincial one, but in fact is international in 
dimensions as this issue is hotly debated worldwide. It would be a 
useful footnote to foe reader of this subject to point out that 
international instruments and covenants are outright against capital 
punishment espe dally in cases of economic crimes. The Western 
world is solidly behind the call to abolish the death punishment. 
The USA practically stands alone among foe Western alliance in 
keeping it in its laws. 


By Dr. Waleed Sa’di 

The Canadian proponents of foe death penalty put forth two 
arguments for its retention or rather its restitution: 1) The 
proposition that the death penalty serves as a deterrent to crime. 2) 
That foe punishment per se is a just punishment that befits a person 
who takes another person’s life unjustly. 

The opponents of foe death punishment point to foe empirical 
evidence accumulated after much examination and investigation 
which revealed that there is hardly a link between foe practice of 
foe death penalty and crime rate. Reference is often made in this 
context to foe comparative situations in foe U.S. State of Michigan 
where the death penalty was abolished and foe State of Illinois 
where foe death penalty is preserved. The findings of these studies 
indicated that foe death punishment did not in fact serve as a 
deterrent to crime. They also point out the proposition that justice 
machineries worldwide including in foe most sophisticated coun- 
tries are often faulty and are anything but perfectionist in 
administering justice. Even in the U.S., where law enforcement is 
aided and supported by high technology and an abundance of 
financial and human resources, the system of justice was never 
flawless and the U.S. records indicate that many innocent persons 
were erroneously hanged. They often make reference to foe right to 
life which is well enshrined in international customary law 
especially in the h uman rights and humanitarian dimensions of it. 

As I write these lines, foe debate in Canada goes on and the vote 
on the issue in foe Canadian parliament has yet to resolve the issue 
once again. 

The other issue of refugees storming the frontiers of Canada and 
seeking freedom, liberty and an end to repressive life as well as 
economic opportunities is heartbreaking. The sight of waves and 
waves of humanity flooding foe borders of Canada bleeds any 
heart. And while this human problem poses formidable hardships 
on foe laws and economy of Canada, it nevertheless constitutes a 


vote of confidence in the future of the country as a haven for liberty 
and an asylum from tyranny and a place for economic opportunity. 

As I looked at and watched masses of people of all races, colours 
and creeds knocking at the doors of Canada and juxtaposed 
together in a new human form, I could only conclude that perhaps 
God the Almighty willed that way for all races and tongues to live 
together under one flag. The untold many hardships associated with 
foe uprooting of peoples from their families and familiar environ- 
ments to seek new life in a strange country are vivid testimony of 
the extent man is capable of enduring to better his life. 

All these moving events were unfolding when the Can ad i an 
government decided formally to reject the credentials of General 
Amos Yaron, the Israeli mifitazy attache in Ottawa, because of his 
complicity in foe Sabra and Shattila massacres of 1982. In a way, 
Canada is serving notice on Israel that all is not forgotten and 
forgiven with regard to the massacres of Palestinians five years ago. 
It is also foe Canadian way of reminding Israel that whereas it, i.e., 
Israel seeks and rightly so the Nazi officers guilty of comimttiM acts 
of atrocities against Jews and other natiooaiiiies during World War 
II, foe world has foe right to bold Israel accountable for all time, : 
and for ever, for similar atrocities which it had inflicted on the ! 
Palestinian and Lebanese people not in the distant past. 

But, perhaps, foe real moral of foe Canadian gesture to Israel is 
also intended for the Arab World as well which seems to have 
forgotten before other nations and peoples of foe world that crimes 
against humanity in Lebanon should never be forgiven, least of all 
by foe Arab brothers and asters of foe massacred. 

All in all, the trip to Canada has been most rewarding and 
thought provoking. It confirmed in my mind my previous hypoth- 
" eses that foe developing world can learn a lot more than technology 
from foe Western world. 


U.S.-lsraeli alliance: Who sets the rules? 


WASHINGTON — The Israeli- 
U.S. alliance, based on mutual 
admiration, shared values and 
common strategic interests, is 
being corrupted by Israel’s con- 
tempt for American sensitivities. 

Israel paid an American to turn 
spy, staked first claim to Soviet 
Jews who preferred America over 
Israel and posted a military 
attache in Washington whose re- 
cord is both controversial and 
repugnant. If foe relationship 
were a marriage, it would be 
heading toward foe rocks. 

Jonathan Jay Pollard was an 
Israeli spy. For that he was 
sentenced to life in prison. The 
documents he turned over to Israel 
were, by his own admission ex- 
tremely sensitive. They included ' 
reconnaissance photos that re- 
portedly enabled Israel to bomb 
Yasser Arafat's PLO headquar- 
ters in Tunis — a near assassina- 


tion for which foe Arab World, 
reasonably enough, holds the-Un- 
ited States accountable. 

Intelligence information of that 
value, which was used at foe 
highest levels of the Israeli gov- 
ernment, is extremely hard to 
come by. Americans, who ask 
what their president knew and 
when he knew it, are entitled to 
ask foe same question of foe 
Israeli government. 

In its own way, Israel provided 
an answer. Rather than punish 
those implicated in the Pollard 
case, it rewarded them. For inst- 
ance, Colonel Aviem Sella, in- 
dicted in foe United States for 
allegedly being Mr. Pollard’s 
paymaster, was named to com- 
mand Israel's second-largest air 
base. 

To all this, Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak S hamir offers a non- 
chalant shrug of foe shoulders. At 


By Richard Cohen 

Washington breakfast, he appointment, Ottawa diploma ti- 
eared downright bored with cally explained, was not 


appeared downright bored with 
both foe Pollard affair and the 
fuss stirred up by Israel’s role in 
foe Iran-contra affair. .Over and 
over, Mr. Shamir had foe same 
refrain: “It's not important.” 

Maybe by itself it's not, but foe 
Pollard case is just one example 
of Israeli contempt for American 
good wfll. Israel recently named 
General Amos Yaron as military 
attache even though, on foe re- 
commendation of an- investiga- 
tory commission, he was relieved 
of command after foe Sabra and 
Shatfla massacres of 1982 in 
Beirut His appointment was an 
affront to Palestinian- Amen cans. 
Had they been Jews instead, it 
would never have been counte- 
nanced. 

Canada rejected h im when he 
applied for accreditation. His 


appropriate. 

More recently, Israel asked 
Washington to demy Soviet Jews 
automatic entry into foe United 
States, saying they should go to 
Israel first. Mr. Shamir, who 
pleaded this cause in Washington 
last month, noted that Soviet 
Jews leave foe Soviet Union 
ostensibly bound for Israel. Once 
out of the Soviet Union, though, 
many of them opt for foe United 
States. They and Mr. Shamir 
obviously differ as to the precise 
location of foe promised land. 

Israel's behaviour smacks of 
arrogance. It employed Mr. Pol- 
lard and now acts as if a weak 
apology wiO suffice. It posts a 
controversial military officer to 
foe United States and almost 
dares the Reagan administration 


to do something about it. It 
asserts a right to Soviet Jews,, 
forgetting or ignoring that Amer- 
ica also considers itself a haven for 
exiles. America has a historical 
mission, too, and while it is not 
“Biblical” it is deeply fait. 

Israel enjoys great love and 
respect in America, particularly 
from a Jewish community which, 
like a mother, has always been 
willing to forgive. But there are 
signs that it is taking America and 
the Jewish community for 
granted. The Pollard case is a 
nightmare-awne-true for Amer- 
ican Jews. In Mr. Pollard the 
Israelis created an anti-Semitic 
stereotype: mi American Jew of 
confused loyalties who sold out 
his country. Indignation and 
shame are felt in equal measure. 

The Israeli government seems 
to assume that American Jews 
will bade it no matter what. A 


good deal of the time, unfortu- 
nately, that is correct. But the 
American Jewish community re- 
jected Mr. Shamir's plan for 
Soviet Jews, squirmed at the 
posting of General Yaron (was 
there no other man?) and hurts 
from foe wounds inflicted by Pol- 
lard affair. 

By its conduct, foe Israeli gov- 
ernment is eroding the ultimate 
basis for foe dose relationship 
between it and Washington. De- 
spite repeated pronouncements 
about mutual geopolitical in- 
terests, the essence of foe U.S.- 
lsraeli relationship is respect and 
affection. But friends do not spy 
on one another and they do not 
take each other for granted. 

The Israeli government does 
not seem to understand that. 
What can we expect next year 
from Tel Aviv? — The Washing- 
ton Post. 
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By Susans Hayward 

Tie Associated Press 

BRASILIA, Brazil — Brazil’s 
economic problems and a steady 
stream of strikes by unhappy 
workers have brought the dor- 
mant military out of its barracks. 

Navy men and marines occu- 
pied ports across Brazil on March 
7 to break a strike by 40,000 
shipping and dock workers seek- 
ing higher wages. 

On March 9, foe army rolled 
out tanks and swat teams and 
took over 10 oil refineries to 
prevent a threatened strike by 
more than 50,000 workers, who 
also demanded salary increases. 

Since handing over power two 
years ago, foe military has been 
supportive of foe government and 
has played a low-key role, rarely 
making its presence known. The 
recent activity, however, suggests 
it will become more involved. 

. There were no reports of vio- 
lence in this month’s incidents. 
Refinery workers voted to go on 
strike only if military troops re- 
mained on the scene, and by 


:s economic crisis 
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March 12 foe army bad with- 
drawn from half foe refineries. 
Later that day, troops retained to 
their positions, occupying nine of 
foe refineries again without ex- 
planation. Meanwhile, foe dock- 
workers strike continued. 

The supreme labour tribunal 
has ruled strike action by either 
of the labour groups illegal. 

President Jose Sarney, who in 
March 1985 became Brazil's first 
civilian president after 21 years of 
military rule, said foe military 
action was a preventive measure 
and legal under- foe constitution. 

Brazil's current constitution, 
which gives foe military wide 
powers, was handed down in 1967 
by foe generals who overthrew 
foe elected government of Joao 
Gaul art in 1964. The charter 
states foe military is responsible 
for national security. 

A congress elected last Novem- 
ber is sitting now in Brasilia as a 
constituent assembly to draw up a 
new charter, and foe future role 
of foe military in Brazil is to be 
debated. 

In their so-called “democratic 


Since banding over power two years 
ago, the military has been supportive of 
the government and has played a low-key 
role , rarely making its presence known . 
The recent activity , however, suggests it 
will become more involved . 


revolution” of 1964, foe military 
took power after about four years 
of economic troubles that had led 
to protests and strikes. 

Before becoming president, 
Sarpey was the leader of foe 
military- backed Social Democra- 
tic Party and was foe vice-pres- 
idential running mate of Tan cre- 
do Neves, a moderate who died 
before taking office. 

The coupling of Neves, who 
was revered by large numbers of 
Brazilians, with Sarney, a military 
sympathiser and veteran politi- 
cian, was regarded by the military 
as an ideal political marriage for 
foe transition from dictatorship to 
democracy. 

But the strikes have apparently 


caused enough alarm to spur foe 
military into action this month. 

“The military is again putting 
its daws out. They are showing 
they are not just behind-the- 
scenes players,’’ said David 
Fleischer, bead of the political 
science department at the Uni- 
versity of Brasilia. “They believe 
the strikes are orchestrated to cut 
off supplies and that this is Com- 
munist orchestrated to bring 
down foe government.” 

Brazil's leftist and opposition 
parties criticised foe recent milit- 
ary actions. 

Luis Inado “Lula” da Silva, 
president of the Labour Party and 
one of Saraey’s strongest critics, 
said Brazil’s soda! problems are 


being treated like war problems. 

Sarney has said his government 
cannot allow supplies to collapse. 

“Last year there were 2,282 
strikes involving 40 million work- 
ers,” he told reporters. “Any 
country with any economy would 
fall apart with a movement of that 
strength.” 

Brazil’s strongest and most 
radical union, foe Central Work- 
ers Union, issued a statement 
assailing foe military moves, 
saying, “It’s as if we’re living foe 
times of dictatorship.” 

“We occupied all foe refineries 
of foe country on superior orders 
and with very dear objectives," 
said foe army minister, Gen. 
Leonidas Gonralves. 

He added that foe military in- 
tervention was requested by foe 
mines and energy ministry and 
Petrobras, the state-owned oil 
monopoly.. 

Petrobras issued a statement 
saying its main responsibility was 
to keep foe country supplied with 
petroleum derivatives. 

The flexing of foe military's 
muscle has become more appa- 


rent since Same/s anti-inflation- 
ary economic plan failed late last 
year, bringing about runaway 
price increases and skyrocketing 
interest rates while wages re- 
mained low. 

In December, tanks and troops 
were mobilised across foe country 
to prevent violence during a 
nationwide general strike. Also in 
December, military police 
clashed with protesters at an anti- 
government demonstration in 
Brasilia that left about 100 people 
injured. 

In Brazil’s fledgling democra- 
cy, however, politics and econo- 
mics go hand in hand. In the 10 
months that his so-called Cruzado 
plan froze prices, Sarney was one 
of Brazil's most popular presi- 
dents in recent history. 

Labour became^ restless as 
prices began soaring while salar- 
ies remained low. 

Even Brazil’s traditional land- 
owning elite staged two nation- 
wide strikes in foe past month to 
protest high interest rates and low 
prices for their agricultural pro- 
ducts. 
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Education turns South Korea into an industrialised nation 


South Korean cars, computers and video cassette recorders are 
showing op in growing numbers throughout the world — no 
challenge yet to Japan but getting there, provided the nation's 
f r i> K ifi ajK * sooa/ don’t explode. Some expats predict 

jjh * *0“™ Korea could make a major economic assault on world markets 
. by the torn of the cenfruy. 


By Charles J. Hanley 

The Associated Press 




SEOUL, South Korea — C hnng 
Sc- Yung, industrial tycoon, and 
Moon Kal-Eong, factory' band, 
: • have never met. But these two 
f\. s< fanners* sons are partners in a 
success story that is transfor ming 
‘ * this Asian land in tn an economic 
, miracle-worker. 

■1^*1 Chung, blunt-spoken chairman 
£ i of the giant Hyundai conglomer- 
? his own idea erf die secret 

!*. behind South Korea’s boom. 

“It isn't low wages,** he insists. 
7 *\ “Education, that’s the key to our 
, : ' 0 : success, and our people are wiil- 
ing to work hard. That’s the 
' key.” • 

I-. Moon is one of those hard 
workers. He earns $1 an hour on 
the assembly line at Daewoo 
Motor Co. — tow wages by 
any standard. But everything is 
relative, the 24-year-old auto- 
worker tells a visitor to his fac- 
tory. 

“This is better than trying to 
make a living from , my father’s 
rice paddy,” he says. “Right now 
Tm saving almost all iny pay. 
Someday, maybe I can even 
afford to buy one of these cars.” 
Shrewd traders, cheap wages, 
tireless workers, big savers — all 
have poshed South Korea to the 
* top of everyone's mo&t-Iikely-to- 
succeed list, in a pattern similar 
to that of postwar Japan. The 
statistics are startling: 

: — South Korea led the world 

‘ last year in economic growth, 
according to preliminary figures. 
V Its gross national product in- 
creased by 12.2 per cent, 
v . — South Korea’s foreign debt, 

about $44 billion, is fourth- largest 
in the developing worid. But, 
unlike others, this country is 
actually paying it off, early. 

— For the first .time. South 
Korean exports outweighed im- 
ports in 1986, paced by a $7.4- 
bfllion surplus in U.S. trade. A 
South Korean car. the Hyundai 
Excel, hit the U.S. market last 
year, opening a new commercial 
frontier for tire Koreans. 

The U.S.-trained economists 
who guide and analyse South 
Korea’s performance talk of be- 
coming a fully developed indus- 
trialised nation — a- member of 
the “Western” club — by die 


■u;. 


:c: 


confident' about their future, 
widespread poverty persists — 
urban poverty that a former U.S. 
ambassador, speaking .privately, 
described as a time bomb for the 
1990s. 

And political disaffection 
grows. Besides merchants and 
labourers, the South Korean sys- 
tem rests on generals, whose gov- 
ernments have long suppressed 
independent labour unions and 
played favourites among 
businessmen. 

This system is a marriage be- 
tween a dictatorial military 
machine and monopoly capital,” 
said one Protestant chu rchman 
active in labour-organising 
efforts. 

The churchman asked not to be 
identified, citing a law that nukes 
one liable to imprisonment for 
making anti-government state- 
ments to a foreign journalist. 

Whatever is behind the boom, 
its impact is unmistakable. 

Seoul, a small walled city just 
80 years old that was devastated 
in the seesaw fighting of the 
1950-53 Korean war, has become 
one of the world’s great metro- 
polises, a high-energy sprawl of 
office towers, broad boulevards 
and 10 milli on people. 

Where only one bridge crossed 
the Han river during the war, 18 
now span it. Tan apartment 
blocks, some with homes for sale, 
fan out toward the horizon. Just 
west of Seoul, in Inchon, sprawls 
of industrial parks border the 
Yellow Sea. 

Army batteries tine the shore 
— a reminder that South Korea 
and Co mmunis t North Korea 
technically remain at war. 

The army first took political 
control in South Korea in 1961 
under Gen. Park Chung-Hee, 
and launched a highly centralised 
development programme. 

In a land poor in natural re- 
sources and capital, the govern- 
ment channelled subsidies, low- 
cost loans and tax breaks to a few 
selected heavy industries. These 
businesses, usually family-owned, 
developed into conglomerates — 
“chaebol" in Korean — with in- 
terests in every sector of econo- 
mic life. 

One was the Chung family’s 
Hyundai. 

“Our economy is very imma- 



Korean pa sse ng er cars are bring loaded on to a ship for export at Inchon’s port. The nation’s trade account readied its first trade 
surplus last year. 


year 2000. Seoul takes a big stepy .turn,” explained Chung Se-Yung, 
toward a world-class image : next ; lyjho : in February took overithe 


year by playing host to the 1988 
summer Olympics. 

But progress in this nation of 
41 million people is often marked 
by paradox. 

Although growth is steady and 
opinion polls find South Koreans 


chairmanship of- Hyundai Corp. 
from brother Chung- Jo- Yung, its 
founder. • “The government 
helped - big industries because 
they were more efficient than the 
small ones.” 

To reach Chung’s eighth-floor 


headquarters suite, overlooking 
. Seoul's serene secret Gardes 
Park, visitors pass through a 
parking lot filled with Hyundai 
autos, ride up Hyundai-manufac- 
tured elevators; and enter offices 
where secretaries use Hyundai 
telephones and young executives 
wear Hyundai-made jackets. 

.A $14-bfllion-a-year- corpora- 
tion, Hyundai has 24 affiliates 
with 155,000 employees and no 
union, not even a company-spon- 
sored one, as in other conglomer- 
ates. 

’The conception that there 
must be unions is wrong. The 
point is how the workers are 
treated,” Chung said in an inter- 
view. 

Hyundai workers are paid 
more than the officially suggested 
monthly minimum erf 100,000 Ko- 
rean woo, . equivalent to $120. 
They can live in company-subsi- 
dised housing, and enjoy such 
other benefits as dothing allo- 
wances and free recreation facili- 
ties. 

Labour activists daim, howev- 
er, that ~ one-third - of South 
Korea’s production workers earn - 
less than 100,000 won a month. 
And efforts at establishing inde- 
pendent unions are routinely 
blocked, sometimes in violent 
clashes between police and 
labour organisers. 


“The whole apparatus of the 
government has been mobilised 
to support management a gainst 
labour and the labour unions,” a 
U.S. scholar of Korea, James 
Palais of the University of 
Washington, concluded in a re- 
cent study. 

The dose links between gov- 
ernment and business can be seen 
in Seoul’s streets, jammed with 
hundreds of thousands of auto- 
mobiles, aD copies of the same 
half-dozen South Korean models. 

Not only has the government 
kept foreign cars out of the South 
Korean market, bat in 1961 it 
designated two companies — 
Hyundai and Daewoo — as the 
sole Korean manufacturers. 

In this protected atmosphere, 
the two automakers blossomed. 
From just 57,000 passenger can 
in 1980, South Korean produc- 
tion has exploded to a projected 1 
million vehicles this year. 

But the government-business 
alliance alone does not explain 
what the Worid Bank cans one of 
the- outstanding success stories in 
international development. 

- A traditional respect for educa- 
tion helps — 98 per cent of South 
gnrr-ans are literate. Foreign aid 
has helped — about $13 billion in 
the postwar period from the Un- 
ited States alone. A high savings 
rate — 30 per cent ofGNP — also 


helps. And conservative fiscal 
pohdes have helped — President 
Chun Doo-Hwan, a general who 
took power in 1980, has sold off 
government corporations, cut 
public spending and brought 
down inflation to near zero. 

“We did our homework,” said 
Chun's chief economic adviser, 
Sakong II. 

They also have capitalised on 
what they call “the three bles- 
sings”: Low oil prices and interest 
rates, which ease the finandal 
drain on this oil-importing, heavi- 
ly indebted nation, and the high 
value of the Japanese yen, which 
makes Japanese goods more ex- 
pensive and South Korean elec- 
tronics, textile and other exports 
more attractively priced. 

The South Koreans have taken 
the world market by storm. Their 
exports, just $17.5 billion in 1980, 
are expected to top $40 billion 
this year. 

Now they most watch over 
their shoulders for up-and-com- 
ing competitors. Wages may be 
low, but they ure lower still in 
China and India. South Korea 
must adjust, said Sakong. 

“Market forces are moving onr 
economy into more and more 
skill-intensive, instead of labour- 
intensive areas,” he said. 

The economy also must be 


decentralised, the presidential 
adviser said. The government is 
trying to encourage formation of 
more small and medium-size com- 
panies to serve as parts suppliers 
for the big manufacturers. 

The pressure to create new and 
better jobs remains high. The 
labour force grows by almost a 
half-million people a year. Migra- 
tion continues from the farms, 
and the country has a surplus of 
oollege graduates with no work. 

The campuses, meanwhile, 
have become the flashpoint of 
protest against the authoritarian 
government. 

President Chun is scheduled to 
step down in February next year. 
Before then, his Democratic Jus- 
tice Party and the main opposi- 
tion, the New Korea Democratic 
Party, will try to reach a com- 
promise on a new democratic 
constitution. 

If they fail, it could touch off a 
political firestorm. But many 
South Koreans- believe their 
countrymen, caught up in their 
economic “miracle,” will reject 
any invitation to upheaval. 

“Don’t underestimate the power 
of tiie Korean middle class, and 
of those who think they are mid- 
dle class,” said one leading poli- 
tical scientist. “They’re for sta- 
bility.” 


Secretary in Iran-contra 
affair wants no publicity 


By Lee Byrd 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — She is the 
beauty in the eye of the storm, a 
reluctant witness who friends say 
is distraught over the plight of her 
former White House boss and 
disgusted by offers to capitalise 
on her sudden notoriety. 

Fawn Hall, 27, who was Lt.- 
Col. Oliver North’s secretary for 
nearly four years, is “not the kind 
of person who seeks attention, or 
even enjoys it,” says Katy Dick- 
ey, “And right now, I assure you, 
she does not enjoy it.” 

But she's certainly getting it. 
Ms. Hall has emerged as an im- 
portant part of the Iran-contra 
investigation. 

She received immunity from 
prosecution before telling the 
special counsel investigating foe 
case that she shredded sensitive 
documents, while North watched, 
and altered key memos to 
obscure the role of North's super- 
iors in the sale of arms to Iran and 
the alleged diversion of funds 
from those sales to Nicaraguan 
rebels, known as contras. 

Instantly, the former part-time 
model and private secretary be- 
came a media sensation. Cameras 
peered through the windows of 
her home in suburban Virginia, 
where she fives with her parents. 
Television vans trailed- her car 
through traffic, once trapping her 
at a gas station and nearly forcing 
her off the road on another occa- 
sion. 

The New York Post labelled 
her the “Iranscam beauty:” Play- 
boy asked her- to pose sexy and 
Penthouse asked her to pose 
nude. Other modeDmg and film 
offers poured- in. Through her 
attorney^ Plato Cacheris, rite has 
declined them alL . 

“Tm not fwen returning their 
calls,” Cacfaeris said. “We’re not 
accepting apy of these t hing s. 
This young woman is determined 
not to trade' on tins situation. 
And I admire, her- for it.” 

‘‘You’re^tattjng about a very 
self-effacing woman,- who coin- 
cidentally happen*, to be very 
beautiful saysF. Andrew Mes- 


sing, a friend and director of the 
National Defence Council 
Foundation. 

Still, the fotriguing mix of Ms. 
Hall's association with North, her 
stunning, blonde-haired, bine- 
eyed beauty and trendy name 
have made her a target of innuen- 
do. A New York escort service, 
without permission, put her pic- 
ture on the cover of a brochure. 
The host of a nationally-broad- 
cast, late night television Talk 
Show, devoted a segment to a 
heavy-handed spoof of Ms. (fall. 

• While portrayed as heartsick 
over North’s plight, Ms. Hall has 
thrown herself into her new job 
as secretary to a dvifiao official at 
the Department of the Navy, 
friends say. On Cacfaeris’ advice, 
she has declined all interviews. 
The lawyer did present her at a 
15-minute photo session outside 
bis offices in hopes she could 
subsequently drive to and from 
work m peace. 

.“How do you like all die atten- 
tion?” reporters called out. 

“I thought it was kind of 
humorous the first day,” she re- 
ph'edL 

“She tried to pot a good face 
on it,” says Ms. Dickey, who 
became dose to Ms. Hail when 
she and Messing coordinated con- 
gressional trips to Central Amer- 
ica through North’s office. 

Fawn Hall, who worked part- 
time while in high school, has a 
stepfather who works as a photo- 
grapher for the Defence Depart- 
ment Her mother is a longtime 
National Security Council Secret- 
ary whose bosses have included 
Robert McFarlane and Adm. 
John Poindexter, North's super- 
iors. ■■■.'. 

After graduating from high 
school, she went to work as a 
secretary at the Navy Depart-: 
ment in 1977, eventually transfer- 
ring to the NSC in 1983. Friends, 
say she rarely complained about 
the demands of her job, indud- 
ing extra hours on weekends or at 
night, and constantly deflected 
tbefr suggestions that she quit and 
go to college. Her position has a 
top scale of about S30,000. 

For 15 months, she was roman- 


tically linked with Arturo Cruz 
Jr., the 33-year-old son of the 
contra leader who resigned this 
week. The younger Cru z was 
then a doctoral candidate at 
Johns Hopldns; his father, mean- 
while, was intimately tied to 
North’s Central America stra- 
tagems. 

But according to friends of bo- 
th Ms. Hafl and Artura Cruz Jr., 
the pair rarely discussed politics. 
They went to movies together, 
ate at Thai and Chinese xe- 
taurants, and, on all Sundays, 


would go to a friend’s apartment 
to watch redskins football games 
over pizza and beer. 

The younger Cruz says, “more 
than liberal or conservative, she 
is traditional. This is the kind of 
woman who always worked ... 
somebody who always grew up 
believing you have to earn what 
you have.” 

According to the Washington 
Post, North disapproved of the 
relationship, but Ms. Hall 
apparently ignored her boss on 
that score. Still, the pair even- 
tually broke up, which Quz attri- 
butes more to a dash between 
two strong personalities than to 
politics. 



Fawn Hafl 
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Tourist attractions 

NOT counting the increase in entry and exit Fees imposed on 
foreign travellers, tourists travelling to our country are in for a lot 
of trouble. 

A foreigner visiting Amman for the first time, has all my 
sympathy. First of aD, if he was not one of those “taxi-fans” then 
bless his soul if he or she could find his/her way In Amman. There 
is a map of the city, but it is useless, disinformative and outdated. 
And with all the detours an ungraded tourist in Amman would find 
himself in a maze. 

Tourists who decide to visit Petra for example are told by travel 
agencies that for JD 14, they could travel to Petra, ride a horse into 
tiae old dfy and have hutch. The lunch turns out to be a soup and a 
cup of tea, and the horse ride would cost an extra JD 1.5 “in order 
to get a good horse.” 

Tourists who want to venture a visit to the West Bank are in for 
a lot of hassles. To get permissioa to travel across the river a tourist 
has to obtain a pass from the Ministry of Interior, which for the 
agony of everyone concerned is almost inaccessible from all 
directions except one. 

The problem that ordinary tourists face is the paper work 
involved. “Do yon have a photocopy of your passport?” There is 
no way to have a photocopy made there. A tourist would simply 
have to leave the ministry, take a taxi to Jabal A1 Hussein and have 
a photocopy made there. The ministry does not sell revenue 
s ta mps , and most probably a tourist won't think of buying stomps 
in advance. So, another trip to Jabal Al Hussein is, in most 
instances, inevitable. 

Sometimes one hears officials talking of the country's touristic 
potential and one wonders, what are we doing to attract tourism? 
In fad the question should be, why do we put so much effort into 
giving tourists a hard time? 


Tiny South Pacific nation 
has nowhere to go 


By Richard Bill 

The Associated Press 

SYDNEY, Australia — The tiny 
South Pacific nation of Nauru, 
one of the world’s smallest and 
richest countries, is seeking S2 
billion to landscape the moons- 
cape left by 81 years of phosphate 
mining. 

Nauru, 4,000 kilometres north 
of Sydney, blames five former 
colonial powers — Australia, Bri- 
tain, Japan, New Zealand and 
West Germany — for the de- 
vastation of the 22 squarc- 
kUometre island. 

So far there have been no 
offers of assistance. 

With a per capita income of 
$21,400, the 4,500 Nauruans form 
one of the world’s richest nations. 
But the source of ite riches — 
hosphate mining worth about 
100 million a year — has made 
two- thirds of the island unin- 
habitable. 

Phosphate is a fertiliser derived 
from centuries-old bird drop- 
pings. Since 1906, more than 100 
milli on tons has been mined, 
turning most of the island into a 
lunar landscape of needle-like 
coral pinnacles from where the 
phosphate was dug out. 

Many nations were involved in 
the mining. 

Imperial Germany ruled the 
island from 1888 until Australia 
occupied it in 1914. Japanese 
troops held it for three years 
during Worid War H. Australia, 
Britain and New Zealand then 
moved in as partners in the Brit- 
ish phosphate commission until 
Nauru achieved independence in 
1968. 

Nauru, dubbed “pleasant is- 
land” by early European settlers, 
continued mining after independ- 
ence. About 60 per cent of its 
exports now go to Australia. New 
Zealand imports 15 per cent, and 
the rest goes to the Philippines. 

Pres dent Hammer Deroburt, 
aware that the phosphate indus- 
try's days are numbered, has tried 
to offset future hardship by estab- 
lishing the Nauru phosphate 
trust. The trust reportedly has 
assets of $750 million in invest- 
ments and real estate in Australia, 
Guam, Saipan, Western Samoa 
and the United States. 

As part of the investment prog- 
ramme, Nauru also started an 
international airline and shipping 


company. But last year Air 
Nauru lost $18 million against 
total revenues of less than S5 
million. The Nauru Pacific Line, 
the shipping company, does not 
publish its financial results but is 
also believed to be losing money, 

Deroburt discourages reporters 
from visitmg and writing about 
his country, but is eager to publi- 
cise his demand for $2 billion to 
resurface the island. Part of his 
plan is to ship topsoil to Nauru in 
the empty boats that arrive for 
the phosphate. 

“Australia should be addres- 
sing our needs,” he said recently 
in a rare interview with an Au- 
stralian correspondent. “We are 
not all satisfied with their re- 
sponse and they know it. They 
have claimed they have no re- 
sponsibility. But they do, and 
that’s that.” 

- But Australian officials, speak- 
ing on condition they would not 
be identified, have said their 
country will not provide the aid 
requested by Deroburt. 

One official said Nauru had 
allowed itself to become depen- 
dent on phosphate to the extent 
that all traditional fanning and 
fishing ended and all foodstuffs 
and goods are imported. 

Officials say traditional staples 
like fresh fish and tropical fruits 
have been replaced by tinned 
meat, polished rice, white sugar 
and Chinese take-out food. 
Nauru has the world's highest 
incidence of diabetes, and major 
health problems caused by obes- 
ity and alcoholism, according to 
health surveys. 

For years, the Nauru govern- 
ment has scouted the South Paci- 
fic and the Caribbean for a new 
island on which to resettle the 
population. Australia once 
offered an island off the cost of its 
state of Queensland, but refused 
Deroburt’s demand for 
autonomy. 

Nauru last month ordered a 
three-man commission to study 
the country’s future viability. 
Panel chairman Christopher 
Weeramantray is expected to 
issue a report by the end of the 
year. 

An Australian who recently 
visited the country said indolence 
and boredom had set in among 
the islanders because they had 
little to do and nowhere to go. 
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The First and Only Greek 
fsjRestaurant In Jordan 
TONIGHT 
E3 AND EVERY NIGHT g 

S .ZORBA THE GREEK, gj 

LOCATED: 

JABAL AMMAN. 2ND CJRCLE 
OPR FRENCH LOAF 
TEL 841505 *c{»WDWW 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Takaaway bavafubto 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. . 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

TalnflvqrmBikh 

Open daily 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-2330 


Wadi Saqra Road -near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

Tel: 661922 > 
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CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


IhUMITEL BD 

Tel: 668193 - Telex 2388S DA ROT I 
Shmeisani - Amman 
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' SHAKHSHIR x 
Rent A Car 

25% Discount 

1. Short and long terms 

2. Full insurance • 

3. Automatic and Air-condi- 
tion cars 

4. Always new cars with 
good service 

Middle East Hotel 
\ Tel; 668958 / 


' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
lunch and dinner Friday 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasts our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

V 6:30 - Midnight y 


NEW SERVICE FOR 
EXPATRIATES 


We are able to advise and 
follow up on all your 
governmental 
procedures. 

* Work Permits. 

* Residence Permits. 

* Renewal of all licences. 

* Visas for visitors. 

Let your headache become 
mine. 

Tel: 604088 
.j A 1 i Rawashdeh. 
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Finland’s Alen races to 5th 
Portuguese Motor Rally win 


ESTORIL, Portugal (R) — Finland’s Markku Alen 
won the Portuguese Motor Rally for the fifth time 
but his feat was partly overshadowed by a crash 
during the race which killed a young spectator. 


Alen, driving a Lancia Delta, 
led the 2,087 kilometre race 
almost from the start, holding off 
a fierce and persistent challenge 
from Frenchman Jean Ragnotti in 
a Renault Turbo. 

The Finn had an advantage of 
less than three minutes at the 
end, Ragnotti having several' 
times come dose to dislodging 
him from the lead. 

' “it was a very hard and difficult 
race," Alen said. “I am very 
pleased with my team." 

Alen’s win over the 37 mixed 
gravel and asphalt special stages 
pnt him in second place in the 
World Championship after three 
rounds, seven points behind 
reigning champion Juha Kank- 
kunen of Finland who leads with 
37 points. 


Kankkunen, also driving a 
Lauda Delta, came fourth overall 
here behind Sweden’s Kenneth 
Eriksson in a VW Golf and more 
than 11 minutes behind his win- 
ning compatriot Alen. 

It was an impressive fifth vic- 
tory for Alen on Saturday but a 
fatal crash Friday cast a shadow 
over an otherwise uneventful 
race. 

The crash, the second fatal 
accident in the Portuguese event 
in two years, happened when a 
Toyota Corolla driven by Por- 
tugal’s Joaquim Guedes came off 
the road at a bend during a 
mountain stage, killing one per- 
son and injuring about a dozen. 

Organisers had pleaded with 
spectators this year to keep well 
back from the rally course follow- 



Marfckn Alen 

ing a similar crash last year in 
which two spectators were killed 
and some 20 hurt. 

The rally proved a disappoint- 
ment for the Mazda team. 

Mazda driver Timo Salonen of 
Finland polled out after coming 
off the road while his teammate 
Ingvar Carlsson of Sweden with- 
drew when his car developed gear 
box trouble. 


East Germany’s Witt wins 
gold in women’s skating 


CINCINNATI ( AP) — East Ger- 
many's Katarina Witt returned in 
style to the throne as the queen of 
ice skating. 

Witt staged a sizzling freestyle 
programme to music from "West 
Side Story” to win the gold medal 
at the World Figure Skating 
Championships. 

Witt, the 1984 Olympic cham- 
pion, won her third world title 
with a perfect long programme 
tbat featured five triple jumps. 
She received a 6.0 from the East 
German judge and was first on 
seven of the nine judges' cards. 

Two Americans, defending 
champion Debi Thomas and 
Caiyn Kadavy, won the silver and 
bronze medals, respectively. 

“It was the best I have skated,” 
the 22-year-old Witt said after 
coming back from an unusually 
poor start — a fifth-place finis h in 
the compulsories, worth 30 per 
cent of the overall score. “I tried 
three different jumps and that’s 
why it was best. And also the 
artistic impression. 

"I lost the title because I fell in 
the short programme last year. I 
trained very hard, foe this and it 
was my best performance.. The 
music was good, the audience was 
very good." 

Witt, who also won the short 
programme, worth 20 per cent, 
was the last skater in die frees- 
tyle, which is worth 50 per cent of 
the total score . She followed Tho- 
mas, who hit four of her five 
triples and, although skating 


more slowly than usual — prob- 
ably due to tendinitis in her feet 
— got marks slightly better than 
Kadavy had earned. 

Tm relieved to have it over 
with," said Thomas, who last 
month lost her national cham- 
pionship to Jill Trenary, who was 
seventh. ‘‘A couple of things 
could have been better.” 

One of those things was a triple 
loop, on which she had a two- 
footed landing. 

After watching Witt, Thomas 
had nothing but praise for her 
fiercest and most elegant foe. 

“I just said, "the girl is amaz- 
ing,” Thomas said. “She is just as 
tough going after you as before 
you." 

Kadavy’s captivating routine 
and poor performances by Kira 
Ivanova of the Soviet Union and 
Elizabeth Manley of Canada- 
lifted her from fifth to third. She 
was eighth in last year’s worlds and 
barely made the American team 
for this event, sneaking into third 
place at the U.S. Championships 
when Tiffany Chin couldn’t com- 
plete a triple jump in her long 
programme. 

—‘Ttook the programme step by . 
step,' each jump and spin,” 
Kadavy said. “I am thrilled at this 
moment. I've had a lot of ups and 
downs this year. Tm glad it 
finished on an up.” 

Trenary climbed back from an 
llth-place finish in the compnl- 
sories with strong showings in the 
short and long programmes. 


Lloyd, Turnbull 
win doubles 
championship 

MARCO ISLAND, Florida (R) 
— Chris Evert Lloyd and Wendy 
Turnbull beat Lori McNeil and 
Bettina Bunge in the final round 
of the $400,000 Women’s Team- 
Championship doubles tourna- 
ment at Marco Island, Florida. 

The 6-1, 7-5 victory earned the 
second-seeded team of Lloyd and 
Turnbull $231,625. 

McNeil and her West German 
partner broke Lloyd early in the 
second set but McNeil, serving 
for the set at 5-3, could not hold. 
McNeil and Bunge, who were 
unseeded, had two set points 


against Lloyd in the next game 
but failed to convert. 


Peking-Paris race 
leaves Singapore 

HONG KONG (AP) — The Pek- 
ing-Paris leg of an. event billed as 
the world’s longest air competi- 
tion resumed Sunday with 20 
planes taking off from Hong 
Kong’s Kaitak International Air- 
port for Singapore, airport offi- 
cials said. 

The planes flew into tins' Brit- 
ish eolony, one -of the mandatory 
stopovers, Thursday from-Gfinton 
in southern China. 

Organisms said the first of the 
planes were expected to land at 
Singapore late Sunday. 

The planes will leave Singapore 
on Wednesday for Bombay, In- 
dia; Amman, Jordan; and Rome. 
They are scheduled to reach Paris 
on March 27. 


Davis Cup roundup 


Australia, Mexico clinch 1st round ties 


ADELAIDE, Australia (AP) — 
Wally Masur and Pat Cash each 
scored singles victories Sunday as 
defending champion Australia 
claimed a 4-1 victory over Yugos- 
lavia in the Davis Cup Work! 
Group first round competition. 

Masur beat Bnmo Oresar 8-6 
6-2, 6-1, in the first “reverse 
singles” to give Australia an un- 
beatable 3-1 lead. 

Cash then downed Slobodan 
Zivojmovic 6-8, 7-5, 6-0. 

The Aussies, who defeated 
Sweden in the Davis Cup final in 
Melbourne last December, now 
face Mexico in the second round 
of this year's competition. 

In Asuncion, Paraguay, the 
U.S. doubles, team of Robert 
Seguso and Ken Flach came from 
two sets down to win a stirring 
five-set, four-hour match over 
Paraguay’s Victor Peed and 
Francisco Gonzalez to give the 
United States a 2-1 lead. 

The match was marred by 
several disturbances between a 
raucous crowd of 3,000 and the 
two U.S. players. Fans mimicking 
cats and dogs caused Flach to 
double-fault four times, twice on 
set points, to put the U.S. team 
down two sets to none. 

But Flach and Seguso steadied 
themselves to quiet the crowd 
and win 5-7, 9-11, 6-2, 7-5, 6-4. 

Only the 16 nations in the 
World Group actually compete 
for tiie cup. Countries in zonal 
action are playing for spots in the 
World Group for 1988. 

After Saturday’s matches in 
other World Group matches, it 
was Sweden 2, Italy 1; West 
Germany 2, Spain 1; France 3, 
South Korea 0; Mexico 3, Britain 
0; and Israel 2, Czechoslovakia 1. 

Sweden 2, Italy 1 

At Prato, Italy, Swedes Mats 


Wflandcr and Anders Jarryd 
teamed up to defeat Paolo Cane 
and Simone Colombo 6-1, 6-2, 
6-2 in one hour, 12 minutes. 

“It was a disastrous match, a 
horrendous, spectacle,” lamented 
Italian tern captain Adriano 
Panatta afterward, publicly dres- 
sing down his two charges. “I fed 
sorry for the public.” 

West Germany 2, Spain 1 

Boris Becker and Eric Jelen 
needed two hows, 28 minutes to 
defeat Emilio Sanchez and Sergio 
Casal 7-5, 4-6, 6-4, 6-3 and give 
West Germany a 2-1 lead over 
Spain in their first-round encoun- 
ter at Barcelona. 

Earlier in the day, Casal com- 
pleted a 6-4, 6-8, 7-9, 6-3, 6-4 
victory over Jelen. The match 
had been halted by darkness Fri- 
day with the score tied 3-3 in the 
third set. 

Israel 2, Czechoslovakia 1 

In Hradec Kralove, Milos lav 
Medr and Tomas Smid kept 
Czechoslovakia’s Davis Cup 
hopes alive by defeating Israd’s 
Amos Mansdorf and Shlomo 
Glickstein 6-2, 4-6, 8-6, 8-6. 
Israel stiD leads the best-of-five- 
matches international team com- 
petition after surprisingly sweep- 
ing the first-day singles. 

Mexico 3, Britain 0 

At Mexico City, Jorge Lozano 
and Leonardo Lavalle easily 
downed Britain’s Jeremy Bates 
and Andrew Castle 6-2, 6-1, 7-9, 
6-2 as Mexico eliminated Britain. 
Mexico will play with the winner 
of the Australia-Yogoslavia 
match in the next round. 

The “reverse singles” on Sun- 
day will not affect the outcome of 
the series. 

Argentina 2, India 1 

In New Delhi, Argentina took 


a 2-1 lead over India as Javier 
Frana and Christian Miniussi 
scored a 6-3, 64, 3-6, 8-6 victory 
over India’s Amritraj brothers, 
VIjay and Anand 
France 3, South Korea 0 

In Marco-En-BaroeuI, France, 
Guy Forget and Tank Benhabiles 
rebounded from a two-set deficit 
to defeat Jin Sun-Yoo and Dong 
Wook-Song of South Korea, 4-6, 
4-6, 6-2, 6-3, 10-8 and give France 
a 3-0 lead- 

The three-hour, 30-minute vic- 
tory clinches the first-round en- 
counter for France and advances 
it to the next round against the 
winner of the Italy-Sweden 

mafrfi 

Benhabiles was a replacement 
for France’s top-ranked player, 
Yannick Noah, who was original- 
ly scheduled to play the doubles. 
But Noah’s sore shoulder forced 
France’s non-playing captain, 
Jean-Paul Loth, to change the 
lineup. 

In the Eastern Zone first 
round, the Philippines, Hong 
Kong, Pakistan and Taiwan all 
have posted unsnrmoun table 3-0 
leach in their first-round matches. 
China won the doubles Saturday 
to lead Indonesia 2-1. 

Ecuador has a 3-0 lead over 
Bolivia in the American Zone 
second round, while Canada and 
Peru were 1-1 after the first two 
singles matches, the same as Bra- 
zil and Uruguay. Chile won 
Saturday’s doubles to take a 2-1 
lead over Commonwealth Carib- 
bean. 

Zimbabwe clinched its battle 
against Kenya, taking a 3-0 lead 
in the African Zone ' second 
round, while Nigeria has a 2-1 
advantage over toe Ivory Coast. 


Gavaskar keeps India in 
the fray against Pakistan 


BANGLORE, India (AP) — 
Sunil Gavaskar’s masterly unbe- 
aten 51 Sunday kept India' in the 
fray of the fifth cricket test 
against Pakistan at Chinnaswanxy 
Stadium. 

Set 221 to win the deciding test, 
India dosed the third day at 99 for 
four with Mohammad Azharud- 
din keeping “the little master” 
company on seven. 

.Indianeed 122 runs to win with 
six .second-innings . . wickets, in 
hand "when " play resumes 
Tuesday. 1 

The brilliant Indian opener, 
who completed 10,000 test runs 
during the fourth test at Ahmeda- 
bad, displayed calm and class in 
tackling the Pakistani spinners on 
a wicket that is hazardous for 
batting. 

Gavaskar kept vigil for 172 


during 


minutes at the crease, 
which he hit five fours. 

Gavaskar had indicated at 
Ahmedbad that this test could be 
his last for India, although he 
would like to play the limited 
overs World Cup next October. 
His effort held India's innings 


VILLA FOR RENT 


FOR RENT 

Location Jabal Amman, opposite Embassy of Sudan. The 



villa consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 3 salons, 3 


Furnished semi-detached villa in Sweifieh. Three 

verandas, central heating and telephone. Car parking 
available. 


bedrooms, 3 baths with telephone.' 

Villa is on 1,000 sq.m. of land 


Rent JD 3,900 per year 

For further details pis call teL 670539 or 663057 


Call: 821248, Amman 


together after Wasim Akram dis- 
missed K rishnama chari Srikkanth 
and Mohinder Amamath with 
successive deliveries at the score 
of 15. 

Dilip Vengsarkar add^ 
runs with Gavaskar for tbd 
wicket, before playing on to 
Tauseef Ahmad for 19. 

Off-spinner Ahmad dealt India 
a further blow by claiming Kiran 
More promoted in the batting 
order, leg before at 80. 

More was Ahmad’s seventh 
victim in the match, a fair reward 
for controlled spin bowling on a 
helpful wicket. 

Earlier, Pakistan carried its 
overnight score of 155 for five to 
249 before its second innings ter- 
minated 30 minutes after lunch. 


Benfica extends 
lead in Portugal 

LISBON (R) — Benfica gave its 
hopes of winning the Portuguese 
Soccer Championship a vital 
boost when it beat Gmmaraes 2-1 
to move four paints dear of rival 
Porto, who suffered an embarras- 
sing 1-0 defeat at Portimouense. 

With eight games remaining, 
Benfica is well placed to wrest the 
title from Porto, winner in the 
last two seasons. 

Benfica took the lead against 
third-placed Gmmaraes after 13 
mrmites when Ednumdo scored, 
stabbing home a loose jbafll foat 
Jesus' faaetfrtp hokf following a 
fierce free TodcTby DiamSntiho. 

One minute into the second 
h a lf, Brazilian Qriqmnho made it 
2-0 for Benfica after dribbling 
past two defenders. 

Paulinho Cascavel scored a 
consolation goal for Gmmaraes, 
who trails leader Benfica by six 
paints. 

Porto had an unhappy day at 
Portunonense where, after only 
three minutes, Luciano took 
advantage of lade of concentra- 
tion in the Porto defence to score 
the winner from a cross by Forbs. 


National Buildings 
Construction 
Corporation Limited 

(A Government off India Enterprise) 


BAGHDAD 
IRAQ 


On completion of our projects in Iraq, we wish to 
re-export construction equipments in good work- 
ing condition such as Tower Cranes, Bulldozers, 
Wheel Loaders, Transit Mixers, Batching Plants, 
Generators, Hoists, Forklifts, Dumpers, Road Rol- 
lers, Carvans and Shuttering Materials etc. to 
third parties on sale. 


1. The equipments will be sold on ‘as is where is 1 basis. 

2. The parties will have to arrange tor transportation of 
equipment from our work sites in Iraq to .third countries 
within a period of 15 days of handover of re-export 
documents. 

For further details about machines, terms and conditions, 
interested parties are requested to contact 

R^jonal Manager (ENM) 

P.O. Box 1003, 

Baghdad, 

Iraq. 

Tel. No. 7196233/7197388 
Telex No. 212451 NBCC IK. 



DANISH MISSION 

The Royal Danish Consulate General is glad to announce the 
forthcoming arrival of a Danish Trade, Industrial and Agricultural 
Mission between 4/10 April 1987. The delegates, under the 
auspices of the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affaire, the Federation 
of Danish Industries, the Danish Chamber of Commerce, the 
Industrial Fund for Developing Countries (IFU) and the Danish 
Dairy Board, will be. holding a workshop at Jordan Intercon- 
tinental Hotel on Wednesday 8th April from 08:30 to 12:30 and 
will be happy to meet any interested Jordanian businessmen, in 
which case, please advise Danish Commercial Attache, Mr. 
Hans Frits at telephone 677891. 

The 30 delegates will comprise members of leading export 
companies specialised in the following' fields: Wind turbines, 
water treatment and environmental protection, manufacturers of 
decorative partitions and non-domestic furniture for institutions 
and laboratories, hatchery equipment, pumps and electric 
motors, transformers, industrial cleaning equipment, aiimal 
feed, food processing and packaging, tum-tey dairies, refri- 
geration and cold stores, slaughter-houses, cement factories, 
tourist operators, corrxnerciaJ and credit barks representatives, 
and also a delegate in import of fruits and vegetables to 
Denmark and to the Scandinavian countries. 

Fttr further information about the delegates and the 

companies they represent, please contact 

The Royal Danish Commercial Office 

Majali Building 

Abdul Hamid Sharef Street 

Shmelsanl 

P-O. Box 222, Amman, Tel. 677891 Tlx. 21212 Mr. Hans 
Henrik Frlls 


CAR FOR SALE 

Nissan Laurel 240L. 

Model 1983, covered 55,000 miles. 
Duty NOT paid 

Call: 678420 


11/87 VACANCY NOTICES. 


1) The United Nations Relief & .Works Agency for Palestine Refugees ri 
Jordan announces the following two vacancies provisionally located 

« at Supply & Transport Department, UM 0 Heran. Amman: 

A) Supply and Movement Officer 

Post grade 14 with a basic monthly salary of JD 322.800 increasing 143 
to JD 507.100 through yearly Incremental steps plus JD 9.750 as cost of 
living allowance, JD 8.050 as interim social security supplement and a 
Dependency Allowance up to JD 37 per month. Incumbent supervises 
all Warehousing, Distribution and Vehicle Control Operations in Jordan 
Reid. Full secondary education with five years experience in warehous- 
ing and supply operations and management of a large fleet of vehicles, a 
driving license and good written and spoken Arabic and Engfish are 
minimum qualifications. It is desirable If candidates have a university 
degree in Business Administration or related field. 

B) Vehicle Control Officer 

Post grade 1 2 with a basic monthly salary of JD 264.800 increasing up 
to JD 414.900 through yearly incremental steps plus JD 8 .- as cost of 
living allowance. JD 6.600 as interim social security supplement and 
Dependency Allowance up to JD 37 per month.- Incumbent supervises 
the day to day operations of a large transport fleet, including regular 
inspection, insurance foflow-up, testing of drivers and budgetting and 
financial control. Full secondary education with five years experience In 
managing a large transport fleet, driving license, good written and 
spoken Arabic and English are minimum qualifications. It is desirable if. 
•candidates have a two-year Diploma bi Business Administration. 

2) Priority will be given to registered Palestinian refugees. Accuracy in 
filling applications is very important incomplete applications and 
applications lacking any part of the above requirements win not be 

• considered. 

3) Interested candidates are invited to submit their CV to Reid Personnel 
Officer, UNRWA - Jordan, P.O. Box 484, Amman not later than 31 
March 1987. 


Tottenham, Leeds advance t 
to F. A. 




LONDON (R) — Tottenham 
added a touch of genuine class to 
the Engfish Football Association 
(F.A.) Cop semifinal lme-up 
when it overcame the unique 
problems posed by Wimbledon in 
an intriguing sixth round tie 
Sunday. - 

Goals by Chris Waddle and 
Glenn Hoddle in the 84th and 
88th inmates ended Wimbledon’s 
brave fight and took Tottenham 
into Monday’s semifinal draw 
with. Leeds, who also won 2-0 in 
the other quarter-final tie at 
Wigan, and Watford and 
Coventry. 

After Saturday’s surprises — 
when Watford and Coventry both 
won with ease at Arsenal and 
Sheffield Wednesday — Wimble- 
don’s rugged warriors went into 
action in the confident expecta- 
tion of going all the way to 
Wembley. 

But despite home advantage, 
Wimbledon seldom threatened 
Ray Qemence in the Tottenham 
goal as the visiting defence, su- 
perbly marshalled by skipper 
Richard Gough, ably coped with 
the aerial menace posed by John 


Fashanu. 

With Hoddle and Argentine 
Osvaldo Ardiles enjoying an un- 
expected amount of freedom in 
midfield, Tottenham gradually 
gained the ascendancy although it 
appeared content to play oot time 
for a draw. 

But tire prospect of a midweek 
replay at white Hart Lane dis- 
appeared in the space of four 
dramatic min 1 *** as Tottenham 
struck two killer goals. 

The lethargic-looking Waddle 
made and executed the first with 
3 typically mondering run into 
the Wimbledon penalty area 
which took him almost to 
goal-line. 

But as the defence backed off, 
expecting a cross, the England 
forward smashed home a vicious 
shot which beat goalkeeper Dave 
Beasnet at the near post. 

The Wimbledon defence was 
breached again soon after when 
not for the first time — 40-goal 
Clive Allen was felled on the 
edge of the penalty area and 
Hoddle struck a glorious free- 
kick high into the net. 


the 


Roma goalie Tancredi 
ensures draw with Napoli 


ROME (R) — The skill and 
athletidsn of goalkeeper Franco 
Tancredi ensured a goalless draw 
for Roma at Napoli and kept the 
viator still in striking distance of 
the league leader. 

But tiro Neapolitans remain 
five points ahead and look likely 
to finish the season in eight 
weeks’ time with their first league 
title. 

Champion Juventus and AC 
Milan, third and fourth respec- 
tively before Sunday ,» both lost 
ground when they lost away. 
Juventus was beaten 2-1 by Inter- 
nari onale and Milan lost 1-0 to 
Brescia. 


The Napoh-Roma match, play- 
ed before 82.000 spectators who 
paid a record 1.85 billion lire 
($1.4 million) saw goalkeeper 
Claudio G are 11a save a 24th- mi- 
nute shot from Roma defender 
Manuel Gerolin and then parry a 
shot from centre forward Massi- 
mo Agostini. 

Striker Bruno Giordano, who 
saw a header saved by Tancredi, 
uus-iricked a perfect cross from 
Argentine Diego Maradona, 
playing despite a training injury, 
and sent it wide. Tancredi was 
also called into action twice by 
Italian World Cup player Fernan- 
do De Napoli. 



Bordeaux regains French lead t 


PARK (R) — A decisive 3-0 win 
over Sochanx enabled Bordeaux 
to regain its one-point tend over 
Marseille at the top of the French 
soccer league. 

Marseille gave a mediocre per- 
formance in a goalless draw at 
Toulon, but Bordeaux was well in 
control throughout its Saturday 
night match. 


ed his first goal for Bordeaux in 
the 67th minute. 

Third-placed Toulouse docked 
up foe highest' score of foe day 
with a 4-1 win at Nice. 

Alberto Marrico and Gerald 
Passi each scored twice for 
Toulouse while Jean-Francois 
Larfos headed a first haff goal for 
Nice. 

Paris -Saiat-Gennaln broke a 


itm-tihh rinmetl the . rans ■^Kitraain oroice a 
perfectly-aimed cross from dtfen- nval Racmg Club Pans 1-0, but 


der Zoran Vujovic. 

Fargeon scored again early in 
the second half, then former 
Nantes player Jose Touze notch- 


only thanks to an own goal by 
Racing’s Lois Fernandez who di- 
verted a shot from Saint-Ger- 
main’s Omar Sene into his own 
net. 


:French First Division Standings 



P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

Pts 

1. Bordeaux 

27 

15 

9 

3 

33 

15 

39 

2. Marseille 

27 

13 

12 

2 

37 

18 

38 

3. Toulouse 

27 

12 

9 

6 

37 

19 

33 

4. Auxezre 

27 

11 

10 

6 

31 

22 

32 

5. Monaco 

27 

11 

9 

7 

26 

22 

31 


FOR RENT 
At 4th Circle 
Jabal Amman 

Deluxe apartment, third floor, available in the best situation in the 
4th Circle, Jabal Amman. Contains 3 bedrooms, large salon, 
large dining rooms, 2 balconies, large kitchen with telephone 
and separate central heating. 

Please call tel. 774457 


SPECIAL OFFER FOR 
EMBASSIES & DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 
DUTY FREE SHOP 

Try your luck and save money on every purchase of 
Ganl, Testate, Sharp, NEC, Sony, National, 

Hitachi Video Cassette Recorders (run the top 
Japanese brands 

Greater choice in high performance video cassette 1? 
recorders 

ms. 

& . 

BETA 

— The prices are duty free 

— Goods can be ordered from embassies and 
diplomatic missions in Jordan 

— Goods can be ordered and kept at the airport free 
zone, with the intention of re-exporting them 
abroad. 

— Goods are guaranteed and are ar very competi- 
tive prices 


IN JORDAN 






Keep in touch with us today 


BURJ NY ELECTRONIC COftP„ 
Amman Dawntown,Hashemy Str. 
Near IfunlcifMltty Old Budding 
Teh 62S1S1 Call Mr. Ocama 
from IS ml - 1 pjn. 
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Weekly Financial Report 

By Fend Batatas 


Tbs following report summa- 
rises trading activities in Am- 
man of major Fnrppeas .and 
Arab cvrreades as well as 
gold prices. The writer is a 
foreign exchange dealer at the 
Arab Finance Corporation 
(merged with Halim Sal&d 
and Sons Co.). 


AMMAN — Last week the 
U.S. dollar opened strong at a 
high value bat dealers were 
still cautions 'on whether to 
' sell the dollar because they 
feared the intervention of cen- 
tral banks. 

The dollar traded in a very 
narrow range without interest 
from dealers to make big pro- 
fits. It traded - between 
0.34145-0343 fik to the JD. 
Decisions taken by the Group 
of Five to stabilise the dollar 
were behind this very narrow 
trading range of the dollar. 

Profit-talcing on the Euro- 
pean currencies took the 
pound sterling against the 
Deutchmark (D.M.) and 
Swiss franc (SJP.) from 3.00 
and 2.50 respectively to 2.90 
and 2.40. The main reason 
behind the dealers' trading in 
the European currencies was 
the uninteresting dollar 


; indicate that the dol- 
lar is going to fall this week to 
the levels on the European 
currencies, though not 
dangerous at the S1.80/DJM. 
and $1.50/yen levels that 
could bring out central bank 
inter ven tion. 

Hie expected ranges for this 
week are 0338 - 0342 fils. 

The pound sterling was still 


the sole gainer, in the curren- 
cy market 

Sterling pushed higher 
against die European curren- 
cies to reach 0.555Q fik on the 
JD. Higher oil prices and 
higher interest rate were be- 
hind this big push on the 
currency. Profit-taking on the 
currency took it back to 
0.5450 fils. 

The D.MjSJ. moved in a 
mixed range trading between 
D.M. 0.175-0.180 and SJP. 
between 0315 - 0320 fils. 

The Lebanese Ora (UL) 
traded with a very n arr o w 
range because of the uncer- 
tainty around the military 
situation existing in the Leba- 
non. LX. traded between 
(300-312) L.LJTD. The ; 

Bra traded between 
SX/ID and the Kuwaiti dinar 
traded between 1.2150 to 
1.2250 on die JD. The Egyp- 
tian pound traded between 
0.175 - 0.185 fik and the Iraqi 
dinar between 03400 - 03800 
fik. 

Metals traded in a narrow 
range became of the uncer- 
tainty on the dollar market. 
Gold traded between $401.50 
- $410 an ounce and silver 
traded between $532 - $6.66 
an ounce. Charts stffl indicate 
that metak should try the low- 
er Levels and that is gold must 
try $397 before moving to 
$416. 

Gold prices in Amman 
based on the daily bulletin 
presented by the Jordan 
Jewellery Store Company are 
as follows: 

Gold per gramme 21 carats JD 
3.950 - JD 3.850 
Gold per gramme 18 carats JD 
3.750 - JD 3356 





from the Carroll Rfghter Institute 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, MARCH IS, IM7 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: After some confusion 
between you and another person, yon find that you are 
able to arrive at a very harmonious agreement. Make 
arrangements with others now. • 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Make sure to clear up any 
misunderstandings with partners. Be more active in the 
outside world. 

TAURUS {Apr. 20 to May 20) Gat busy at your work. 
If you pay a deserved compliment to a fellow worker, .• 
you got fine results. ' 

' GEMINI' (May 21 to Jahe^fPlaxrliow'tb gefrriftQf 
the kinks in some special baient you possess.' The even- . 
ing is fine for enjoying amusements. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Ask your 
family what they desire of you arid try to please them 
with a sincere smile. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Handle a necessary duty and 
then get at your correspondence. Find friends with your 
sense of humor and have a good time. 


VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Plan amusements for 
the business matters that are im- 


later and then get into the 1 
portent to your welfare. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You are confused about 
how to gain a cherished wish, but this soon passes and 
you think more clearly. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Be sure to doublecheck 
some information given to you. Have a private talk with 
your mate and plan the future. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You are not cer- 
tain what a friend has in mind, but by being sincere you 
can get the right results. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) find out how best 
to handle some outside affair. Show bigwigs that you 
value their advice. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19} It’s a good day to 
arrange a trip that can bring an attractive person into 
your life. Be happy now. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) S&y nothing that could 
cause trouble and later you can be with congenial* ^ f or 
a delightful time together. 


THE Daily Crossword by Donald a.- OrtMt 


. ACROSS 
1 Baffle part 
5 Speaks 
bitterly 

10 Nsws bit . 

14 Hautboy 

15 Scarf style . 
ISStPhBp — 
17 Conservative 
1R Feed the fir* 

19 Dart abort 

20 “Better beam 
—“(start of 
Aesop quote) 

23 Khayyam 

24 US spy <wg- 

25 Attack 
20 Mover to 


J 

m 

a 

a 

Hi 

■ 

■ 

■ 

ill 

■ 

■ 

■ 

J 

■ 

■ 

■i 


33 Geometric Kim 
34Rainaraiid 
Sandburg 

35 The Bon 

36 Dser 

37 Attitudes*** 

38 Wound 
lamMar 

39 meter's 



«19B7 -news laute Sevan, he. 


40 Had aHac- 
tfon for 
41Tb place* 

42 G roo ved 

44 Cut any 
blubber 

45 Nothing 

46 Potato now 

47 More of quote 

55 Howkaye aW» 

56 Neap and ebb 

57 Bohn oak 
SSBkmahom 
59 — Boot 
80 Zola heroine 
610tk.ee 

62 “Bad" loan 

63 $m»i weight 


7 Sacred imaga 

8 God of Ore 

9 Design 


Yestertay sPuzzte S stmt 


DOWN 

1 Part of nix. 

2 Dartt pOM- 
leoBy 

3 Rope 

4 Type w r it er 
part 

5 Scamp ■ 

f Thr merchant 


10 End of quota 

11 Tissue 

12 Newsman 
Sevan*! 

13 Hoy arachnid 

21 tndodedwfth 

22 Swine 

25 Yearn* 

26 Somethin g 
to tone? 

27 Sea depth 
Instrument 

26 RacMstad 

29 TV heme 

30 Northern 


nnnnn nnnn noon 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
non nnnnnrannnnn 
nnnnn ann 
nnrannn rcnnmnnn 
nnnnn nnnnn nnn 
nonra nnnnn nnnn 
nnn njnnnn nnnnn 
nnrannnrc nnnnnn 
non nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnn nnn 
noon nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


31 Appnadne 

32 Rich cake 


.40 i 

4f AMoorLadd 
43 Congenital 


34 Sheltered nook 44 Mich, town 
37 Indian 48 Rhone 

festival ofeutwy 

36 Using up. 


40 Mfftarfty 
truant 

SOWatt or (pam 


53 Hound ch a ai a 
SMUagH* 

47 Sni monkey S3 Soviet river 
' ‘ 54 Taat 


a 

j 

a 

m 

ii 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 


a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Taiwan to rebx curbs on more imports 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan is to relax import controls on more foreign 
goods, a go vernm ent spokesman said last week. The move was to 


allow greater access, to Taiwan markets by overseas trading 
partners, especially the Umted States, an official of the Conned 
for Economic Platming and Development told Reuters. Import 


curbs on about 400 foreign goods, indudmg stationery and books,' 
would soon be relaxed, he said. Taiwan announced ft would ease 
curbs on some 600 farming and industrial products last month. 
The official said the moves were intended to balance trade 
between Taiwan and the United States and other 


trading 



IDB to load Pakistan $20 million 


JEDDAH (OFECNA) — The Islamk Development Bank (IDS') 
is to extend a $20 million loan to Pakistan to finance palm oil 
imports from a member country. The credit brings total IDB 
assstance to Pakistan over die past seven months to S80 million. 


10,000 Hungarians will lose their jobs 


BUDAPEST (R) — Ten thousand Hungarian iron and steelwor- 
kers will lose their jobs over the next two years in a major 
r e slr ncti mn g of the sector. Deputy Industry Minister Aipad 


Voeroes said in a newspaper interview. Mr. Voeroes told the 
weekly Vasamapi Hirek production and energy costs must be cut 
“drastically” and plants modernised. “The future of the industry 
must be based on new competit i ve technologies and die produc- 
tion of goock, that ffifet wodd market r eq ui rements," be said. 
Several plants have already been dosed, and two others are being 
updated .to use higher-quality ore from Sweden and India. 


Rabat secures $126m loans 


PARIS (R) — Morocco stands to 
get more than 


100 million Special 
Rights ($126 mOtion) in 
1987, following a three-day meet- 
ing of World Bank donors, 
Moroccan Finance Minister 
Mohammad Bertada fin d 
week. 

Mr. Berrada said most of the 
money had already been secured, 
while additional sums were likely 
to emerge from bilateral meetings 
with demon. 

The aid will go to complete 
high priority investments in agri- 
enttnre, education, and public 
health. He told Reuters Moroc- 
co’s five-year development 
could require farther aid of 
or $800 minion. 

A Wodd Bank statement said 
the meeting, attended by 15 
donor countries and agencies. 


“noted with satisfaction” a 
marked improvement in Moroc- 
co's economic performance and 
urged it to continue recent adjust- 
ment efforts. 


It added the group saw as 
“realistic” Morocco's medium- 
term goal of restoring credit- 
worthiness on financial .markets. 

Morocco’s foreign debt cur- 
rently totals $14 billion, Mr. Ber- 
rada said, adding that Morocco 
intended to begin paying off its 
debts instead of con tin u in g to 
reschedule them. 

A Moroccan delegation led by 
Mr. Berrada reached an agree- 
ment here earlier with $900 mil- 
lion of debt. 

Late last year Morocco won 
agreement to reschedule $1.8 bil- 
lion commercial bank debt. 


Hearst buys Houston 
.^^ouicli^for $#00m 


HOUSTON (R) — In one of rim 


tions in U.S. history, the 
Gorp. announced last week it is 
purchasing the Houston Chroni- 
cle from Houston Endowment 
Inc. for $400 million. The Hous- 
ton Endowment is selling the 
paper to comply with federal tax 
laws requiring charitable institu- 
tions to divest themselves of pro- 
fit-making srihskfiaries by 1989. 

The Chronicle, with a circulation 
cfmcre titan 425,000, is in he ated 
competition with the Houston 
Post, owned by fire Toronto Son 
Publishing Go. since 1983. The 
Houston Post trails with a daily 
circulation of about 316,000. 


Jesse Jones, die Chronicle gives 
Hearst its biggest newspaper 
bolding in Texas. The California- 
based publisher already owns 
newspapers in San Antonio, 
Beaumont and Laredo, Texas. 


Hearst also owns, among 
others, the San Francisco Ex- 
aminer, Los Angeles Herald Ex- 
aminer and Seattle Post-Intel- 
figencer. 


Other recent major newspaper 
acquisitions include the LoukwDe 
(Kentucky) Courier-Journal and 

Times, sold for $300 million to 
Gannett Co. in 1986, and pack- 


Top Saudi businessmen to discuss 
impediments facing private sector 


ABHA, Saudi Arabia (R) — Sandi business leaders 
assembled Sunday for a conference aimed at 
thrashing oat problems facing the private sector of 
the kingdom’s oil-dependent economy. 


The meeting of some 500 top 
businessmen from across Saudi 


Arabia comes at a rime of 
guarded optimism in industry and 
commerce following the OPEC 
pact to boost world oil prices. 

The four-day conference in 
this resort town, high in the 
mountains above rite Uh&mah 
plain stretching to the Red Sea, 
has been organised by Saudi Ara- 
bia’s chambers of commerce. 

Finance Minister Mohammad 
Aii Abal KhaH and Commerce 
Minister Suleiman Abdul Aziz A1 
Salim will attend the first day. 

Bankers and businessmen said 
the conference win air problems 
facing commerce and industry af- 
ter last year's slide in oil prices 
and examine ways to promote 
higher investment in a private 
sector sorely short of finance. 

Government planners have 
long recognised that Saudi Ara- 
bia, the world's largest crude 
exporter, needs to foster private 
enterprise to diversify its oil- 
based economy. 

The fledgling private sector 


was hard int by the Middle East 
recession as early as 1983 and 
several big manufacturing and 
trading companies ran into prob- 
lems repaying loans. 

Renewed optimism this year 
stems largely from the accord 
readied by die Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) last December to curb 
oil output and boost prices to a 
benchmark level of $18 per 
baireL 

With oil prices recovering, 
Saudi Arabia went ahead at the 
turn of the year with long-delayed 
budget plans incorporating a 52.7 
billion riyal ($14 billion) deficit to 
be bridged by drawing down fore- 
ign reserves. 

The simple act of publishing a 
budget restored a measure of 
confidence to the business com- 
munity. 

Some share prices have risen 
by more than 35 per cent since 
last November, while banks are 
generally reporting a slowdown in 
the number of new non-perform- 
ing loans. 


But not ail bankers are con- 
vinced. 

One senior corporate finance 
manager in Riyadh said: “Banks 
are still reluctant to lend ... there 
is certainly more optimism in the 
air, but I am not sure if it is firmly 
based.” 

Some businessmen and bank- 
ers point out that government 
spending is still under tight con- 
trol and the non-oil economy may 
still be contracting. 

Capital expenditure on large 
projects has been cut sharply. A 
U.S. embassy report on Saudi 
Arabia published just before the 
budget said: “While industrialisa- 
tion has continued to be one of 
the government's highest priori- 
ties, the recession, the payments 
problem and the lack of financing 
have reduced Saudi and foreign 
investor interest in industry.” 

It is the lack of fresh invest- 
ment that is expected to be a 
major issue among the business- 
men gathered here. 

Official figures show the num- 
ber of new licences for indust- 
rial ventures fell 24 per cent in the 
six months to March 1986 com- 
pared with the same period in 
1985. 

Lending by the Saudi Industrial 
Development Fond, a major 


source of induspy backing, has 
fallen steadily since 1983. 

Trading companies have also 
been hit, some caught with huge 
inventories of construction equip- 
ment as recession bit. 


Some firms laid off workers 
and cut bloated inventories. 
Others have effectively been li- 
quidated. A few have reached 
agreement with bankers to ex- 
tend debt repayments. 

The latest rescheduling is for 
the shipping-to-hotels conglomer- 
ate Redec. Its negotiators have 
just initialled a draft accord to 
restructure payments on 1.3 bil- 
lion riyals (S347 million) of bank 
debt. 


Bankers and businessmen said 
the conference was also likely to 
discuss the apparent reluctance of 
U.S. and British firms to step up 
investment in the kingdom. 

A British government delega- 
tion has just left Riyadh after 
holding preliminary talks on ways 
of offsetting the huge Saudi out- 
lay on a defence contract to supp- 
ly 132 fighter aircraft worth £5 
billion ($7.9 billion). 

Saudi Arabia is hoping British 
firms will invest in joint ventures 
under a so-called “offset prog- 
ramme.” 


ASEAN agrees to step up 
regional energy cooperation 


JAKARTA (R) — South East 
Asian energy ministers agreed 
last week to boost cooperation on 
energy and pot fresh emphasis on 
preparing for tighter oil supplies 
by developing coal and natural 


After a two-day meeting of 
ministers from the six-member 
Association of South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), the 


Founded in 1909 by financier 


Baltimore Sun sold for 
million to Times Minor Co. 


announced they would establish a 
new ASEAN centre in Jakarta 
for research and management 
training in the energy field. 

ASEAN groups oil exporters 
Brunei, Malaysia, Indonesia with 
the Philippines, Thailand and 
Singapore. Indonesia is also a 
member of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). 

"Work should be done 
to improve utilisation of coal and. 
gas,” Indonesian Energy Minister. 
Sobrato told a press conference^ 
ex plaining that the regunfhad big 
coal and gas reserves while sup- 
plies of were finite. 

He warned that although 
ASEAN was at present a net 
exporter of energy, it must be 
ready for a tighter oil market in 
the 1990s. 

The ministers said they would 
start implementing a joint 
ASEAN petroleum security 
agreement, which would guaran- 
tee oil supplies to members in 
a period of a crude shortage, and 
urged Anther steps on coordinat- 
ing regional energy cooperation. 

Bfomas, solar power and nuo- 
lear energy should also be de- 
veloped. 

Dr. Snbroto said the national 
ofl companies of the ASEAN 
members had been told to begin 


steps to implement the petroleum 
security agreement signed by 
ASEAN foreign ministers in 
Manila last June. 

He said the pact guarantees 
that ASEAN oil exporters wiD 
give priority to ASEAN members 
in a time of shortage. In a period 
of glut, ASEAN im porters will 
give priority to buying from re- 
gional producers. 

Mr. Antonio Del Rosario, 
director-general of the Philip- 
pines Office of Energy Affairs, 
told reporters Manila had agreed 
to synchronise plans with Indone- 
sia for developing its coal-fired 
power plants. 

Indonesia, which is developing 
coal mines in East Kalimantan 
(Borneo), would probably supply 
the coal few the new plants. Mr. 
Rosario said East Kalimantan 
was well-placed to supply two 
.-new Philippine power plants 
ibeing planned for the southern 
island Mindanao , though terms 
would have to be negotiated 
separately. 

The Philippines currently im- 
ports just under one million ton- 
nes of coal a year, mostly from 
Australia rod Canada, with some 
from Indonesia, Mr. Rosario 
stated. 

Singapore’s minister of state 
for national development, Mr. 
Lee Boon Yang, said Singapore 
was anxious to diversify its energy 
resources. Singapore is currently 
negotiating for a supply of natural 
gas from either Indonesia or 
Malaysia but the minister de- 
clined to give details of tire talks. 

Dr. Sobrato said that in the 
1990s non-OPEC oil supplies 
would decline because no new 
reserves were bring found. 


Peanuts 


OKAY. TROOPS. JUST 
TO PASS THE TIME, 
HERE'S A TRIVIA 
QUESTION FOR V0U_ 
<3r 



IN THE FIRST FILM , 
OF “BEAU 6ESTE," WHO J 
PLAYEP THE ROLE * 
OF "BOLP1NI'? 




! ACTUALLY. LEGIONNAIRES 
VERY 5OP0M PLAYED 
TRIVIA UIH1LE MARCHING 
ACROSS THE PE5ERT.. 



Mutin’ Jeff 


1 ASK 
TOOMAKiy 
FOOL 
1 QUESTIONS/ 



Andy Capp 





HEt>D04W7MVS< 
,.7D GET BACKlDHlS 
YOUTHFUL FITNESS 



— EXCEPT CLTT CJCVs/N ON 
HIS DRINKING/ GETR? BS> 
EARIN', TURN UP FOR ABIT 
OF TRAINING, GIVE UP -rl 
SOME SNOOKER 1WE — J 




U.S. government insurance 
firm reports record profit 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
government-owned Overseas Pri- 
vate Investment Corporation 
(OPIQ says it made a record 
$101.2 million last year insuring 
U.S. businesses against risks in 
foreign countries. 

The corporation sold more in- 
surance in Chile than any other 
country — about $280 million 
worth — against the possibility 
that die local government might 
take over American business 
property. It also sold in Chile the 
most insurance against the local 
government preventing Amer- 
icans from taking their money 
home, or inconvertibility. 

The largest amount of protec- 
tion against war, revolution, re- 
bellion rod civil strife was sold on 
operations in Pakistan, die agen- 
cy said. It said the figure totalled 
$260 million. 

South Korea sales figures 


placed second in all three cate- 
gories, OPIC said. 

OPIC reported a decrease in 
the size and number of projects it 
handled last year. It attributed 
the decrease to low prices for raw 
materials, the .main product of 
many Third World countries, and 
to concern about the debt crisis 
also facing many of them. 

The corporation’s 
cy in 1986 was for S125 
sold to a group headed by U.S.- 
based Pennzoil Co. for an oil and 
gas project in Morocco. Intel 
Coip. took out $53.46 million 
worth of insurance to cover its 
semiconductor operations in 
Israel. 

President Ronald Reagan’s 
administration proposed last year 
that the corporation be sold to 
private enterprise. A report on 
the possibilities is due this year. 


U.S. warns of world trade war 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. Commerce Secretary Malcolm Baldridge 
Saturday predicted Congress will pass a reasonable trade bill this 
year and said tough protectionist legislation ooold prompt a trade 
war. 

**Thc mood of the Congress right now is as tough on trade as 
Fve ever seen ft in six years in Washington,” Mr. Baldrige said in a 
television interview. 

“I flunk we’ll stiD be able to get a reasonable trade bill out in 
spite of that because the whole Congress is trying to work together 
with the administration, but there is a hardening trade attitude.” 

One of the key legislative focuses of Congress this year is to try to 
restore competitiveness of U.S. industries and reverse last year’s 
record $169 billion trade deficit. 

President Reagan opposes protectionist legislation, but agreed to 
support a trade bill when it became apparent that op po siti on 
Democrats would pass such legislation. 

However, Mr. Baldrige warned that measures that would 
penalise trading partners such as Japan, South Korea and Taiwan 
for faffing to cut their trade surpluses with the United States could 
lead to retaliation and be said he would urge the president to veto 
any such bill. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 




K WUCm4n9*MS«>to.kK. 



guess 1 went off my diet too much 
yesterday. I gained 47 pounds." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
& by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


NILER 


■ 

LQ_ 

H» 


< 

i 

1 


* 

S3 




■ 



□ 


TORRCEi 


□ 


mm. 


HOMFAT 



U 

U 


Wish l had his 

bank account 



SOME PEOPLE 
SCRATCH FOR MONEY; 
OTHERS PO THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BOGUS DEriY GRUBBY IMPACT 


Yesterday’s 


Answer What a wife without curiosity couid be ■ 
A CURIOSITY 




■i. 


■ . 
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Jenkins victory in Oxford 
gives Alliance fresh boost 


OXFORD, England (R) — Britain’s centrist 
Alliance has added to a string of recent successes 
with the election of Roy Jenkins, a founder of the 
Sodal Democrats, to die prestige-laden office of 
Chancellor of Oxford University. 


The post, made vacant by the 
death last December of former 
Conservative Prime Minister 
Harold MacMillan, is unpaid and 
largely ceremonial. 

But with two respected elder 
statesman of British politics vying 
for the crown, the four-way con- 
test had developed into a keenly 
watched show of political rivalry. 

Jenkins' victory Saturday over 
another former Conservative 
prime minister, Edward Heath, 
was a further feather in the cap of 
the LiberatSociaL Democratic 
Alliance. 

The Alliance scored over- 
whelming success in two par- 
liamentary by-elections during 
the past two weeks, the latest on 
Friday on Cornwall, south west 
England. 

“One is immensely pleased," 
said Mr. Jenkins on hearing that 
he had been voted into the 754 
year-old Oxford office. 

A former Labour Party minis- 
ter and president of the European 


Community’s Executive Commis- 
sion, Mr. J enkins told reporters: 
“Obviously one feels relief and 
pleasure mid a sense of the great 
honour of winning the job.” 

In what is widely expected to 
be an election year, his success in 
capturing the post, traditionally a 
fiefdom of the ruling Conserva- 
tive Party, was seen as an indica- 
tion of the way political opinion is 
running in the groves of academe. 

In the last 150 years only one 
non-Tory — the Liberal Lord 
Grey — has held the post. 

Mr. Jenkins’ triumph could 
help the Alliance maintain a re- 
cent jump in its popularity and 
inject an unpredictable element 
into Prune Minister Margaret 
Thatcher’s- election calculations. 

Widespread media interest in 
the outcome helped to swell the 
voting figures. More than 7,000' 
Oxford graduates filed past the 
ballot box in Oxford's 17th cen- 
tury Convocation House, twice 
the number who voted in 1960 


U.S. vice president cites 
need for covert actions 


NASHUA, N.H. (R) — Vice 
President George Bush has 
strongly defended covert intelli- 
gence activities as a "useful fore- 
ign policy option” and called for 
support of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA), which he 
once headed. 

Addressing Republican Party 
activists, Mr. Bush chose to make 
a statesmanlike foreign policy 
speech rather than a political 
appeal in an apparent bid to 
distinguish himself from other 
Republicans presidential hope- 
fids who have addressed the 
group over the past two days. 

“Covert action gives us the 
ability to help our friends or 
confuse our adversaries... It pro- 
vides us with a useful foreign 
policy option that is somewhere 
between diplomacy cm the one 
hand and sending in die Marines 
tin die other,” said die vice presi- 
dent, a former CIA director. 

“The world is not a sunlit 
meadow. The world is not the 
way we want it to be. It’s the way 
it is. There are dangers out there 
that must be addressed. Covert 
action is sometimes the means to 


do it,” be said. 

Mr. Bush said the Iran aims 
scandal was partly due to the 
exclusion of the inte lligence agen- 
cy from the operation. 

The CIA has been criticised for 
its role in the aims sale and the 
subsequent diversion of funds to 
the Nicaraguan contra rebels. 

Mr. Bush said it was time for 
political leaders to be “outspoken 
and out front in our support for 
the OA.” 

He also said lie detector tests 
might be necessary in certain 
circumstances to detect Che 
source of leaks that jeopardise 
U.S. intelligence activities. 

The vice president, the current 
front-runner for the Republican 
Party's 1988 presidential nomina- 
tion, chose not to respond to 
other potential candidates who 
accused him of arrogance for 
refusing to share a platform with 
them. 

Mr. Bush also took no notice of 
New York congressman Jack 
Kemp's demand that Mr. Bush 
announce his support for the ear- 
ly deployment of the “Star Wars” 
missile defene 


Moi ends visit to U.S. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Kenyan 
President Daniel Arap Moihas 
left after a visit to the United 
States during which his hosts ex- 
pressed concern at alleged human 
rights abuses in his country. 

Mr. Moi was originally sche- 
duled to meet U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
in New York Saturday but cancel- 
led the meeting earlier this week. 

“No explanation was given,” a 
U.N. spokesman said Saturday 
when asked why the meeting with 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar was called 
off. 

Mr. Moi, who met President 
Reagan on Thursday during his 
week-long visit, left Washington 
for London after a brief depar- 
ture ceremony attended by 
Secretary of State George Shultz. 

On Friday the State Depart- 
ment issued a statement express- 
ing concern about new allegations 
of police torture in Kenya and 
urging Mr. Moi's government to 


investigate. 

The statement, considered un- 
usual because it was made while 
Mr. Moi was in the country on an 
official visit, came in response to 
a Washington Post story winch 
said Kenyan police had tortured 
dozens of political dissidents over 
the last year to force confessions. 

The newspaper, in another 
story Saturday, said a prominent 
Nairobi lawyer who made charges 
of police torture had been 
arrested and charged with mem- 
bership of Mwakenya, a secret 
organisation opposed to Mr. 
Moi’s government 

A senior administration official 
said Mr. Reagan bad told Mr* 
Moi it was important that Kenya, 
a nation of almost 20 million, 
maintain high standards on hu- 
man rights. 

The country has a pro-Western 
parliamentary democracy and a 
reputation as safe for the tourists 
who flock to see its wfldfife. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 




BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHJUUF 
61908 Tiftkna WadU Swrtcao, me 


FAST OR SLOW ARRIVAL? 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
*KJ4 
7A 10 7 5 2 
OK 

*Q J52 

WEST EAST 

* 10 987532 * A Q 

7Q983 7 K J 6 4 

0 5 0 10 7 6 

* 8 * A K 10 4 

SOUTH 
*6 
7 Void 

0 AQJ98432 
*9763 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

17 1 NT 20 47 

Pass 4 * 5 0 Pass 

Pass Dbl Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Eight of * 

When the Vanderbilt Team of 
Four Championship final ended, 
two members of the winning team 
were not aware of the result. Flo- 
ridians Bill Root and Richard 
Pavlicek were on their way to Port- 
land, Ore., airport to take a red-eye 
flight back to their home state so 
that they could fulfill teaching 
commitments. It took a phone call 
from the airport to find out that 
they had added another major na- 
tional title to their already Impres- 
sive list of triumphs. 


. On this deal from the final. Root 
and PavUcek extracted the maxi- 
mum penalty when an opponent 
tried to play a waiting game. After 
Root overcalled one no trump, 
South elected to make a quiet bid of 
two diamonds. Pavlicek s jump to 
four hearts was a transfer to 
spades, and when Root duly cor- 
rected South decided that he did 
not want to defend. He tried five 
diamonds, and Root's double ended 
the auction. 

Pavlicek led his singleton club. 
Root cashed the king and ace, then 
returned the ten for his partner to 
raff. Back came a spade to the ace, 
and Root was sadly disappointed 
when his partner could not ruff an- 
other dub. Still, that was 300 
points for down two. 

In the other room, where Edgar 
Kaplan and Norman Kay held the 
North-South cards, the auction 
also started with a one heart open- 
ing bid and a one no trump over- 
call. Kay, however, chose to bid an 
immediate five diamonds, and that 
shut West out of the bidding. Now 
East was not sure whose hand it 
was, so he elected to pass. 

In defending the hand East- West 
allowed a trick to get away. Down 
one undoubled meant only 50 
points for their side, so the Kaplan 
team gained 260 points, which 
translates to 6 International Match 
Points, on the deal. 


when the election was last held. 

Worried about the consequ- 
ences, the Conservative Party 
machine swung into action to get 
Mr. Heath elected, albeit with 
some reluctance because Mr. 
Heath is an implacable foe of 
Mrs. Thatcher. 

But a string of present and 
former Conservative cabinet 
ministers who cast their papers 
for Mr. Heath foiled to cany the 
day. 

Mr. Jenkins, 66, polled 3,249 
votes to push Oxford historian 
Lord Blake into second place 
with 2,674 votes. Mr. Heath came 
in third with 2,348 votes. Medical 
practitioner Mark Payne, always 
considered an outrider attracted 
just 38 votes. 

Mr. Jenkins, who got a first 
class degree in philosophy, politics 
and economics at Oxford, is ex- 
pected to be installed as chancel- 
lor later in the year. No date has 
been fixed. 

Meanwhile Conservatives have 
moved into a nine-point lead over 
the main opposition Labour Par- 
ty, their biggest lead for two 
years, according to an opinion 
poll oublished in the Sunday 
Times. 

The Mori Poll's findings come 


Filipino commander plans 
to parade skulls and bones 


DAVAO, Philippines (R) — A 
grisly parade of skulls and bones, 
said to be those of some two 
dozen executed victims of Com- 
munist rebels, is planned by the 
mihtaiy here as a grim political 
message in the Philippines’ 
worsening dvfl war. 

The parade, in which towns- 
people will carry open coffins 
that have previously gone on dis- 
play in a local park, has been 


Panel reports Marcos 
still controls large funds 


MANILA (R) — The head of a 
Philippine panel tracking illegal 
wealth amassed by former Presi- 
dent Ferdinand Marcos and his 
associates said Sunday they’ still 
controlled large funds rirefrfating 
in the country’s economy. 

Ramon Diaz, chairman of the 
Presidential Commission on 
Good Government (PCGG) tokl 
Renters in an interview: “There 
is eveiy reason to believe that die 
cronies and President Marcos and 
his family were able to hide mil- 
lions and millions of pesos (dol- 
lars) before they fled.” 

“As a mattter of fact we have, 
been able to get hold of crates of 
newly printed currency,” Mr. 
Diaz said. He said he had perso- 
nally seen large quantities of 
mint-fresh 50-peso (S2.50) bills 
which carried no serial numbers. 

Mr. Diaz did not cite figures, 
but said: “We believe they (Mar- 
cos and his associates) still have a 
lot of funds. These are the funds 
that they w01 use in the coating 
elections. These are the funds 
that they used to stage those 
coups.” 

He was referring to congres- 
sional elections scheduled for 
May 11 and to the three coup 


attempts faced by President 
Corazon Aquino since she top- 
pled Marcos a year ago. The polls 
are being contested by parties 
across the political spectrum. 

Ttfri Diaz said the PCGG had 
so far recovered cash and proper- 
ty valued at about eight billion 
pesos ($400 million) and seques- 
trated shares of stock of at least 
286 companies. 

“We have achieved more than 
what we thought we could 
achieve in one year,” he said. “It 
has been a very fruitful year.” 

The PCGG, set up by Aquino 
in February 1986, has sweeping 
powers of sequestration, seizure, 
and inspection of bank accounts. 

Mr. Diaz said die panel's main 
task is to gather evidence for legal 
prosecution. '‘But we have to 
semiester' before we file a case 
ana that is die legal objection 
because they say that we shoot 
first before we ask questions,” he 


He said dividends from seized 
shares were held in trust funds 
pending court verdicts, adding 
several Marcos associates had 
made confessions about their 
wealth. He did not name them. 


Zhao calls for democracy, 
respect for intellectuals 


PEKING (AP) — Premier and 
acting Communist Party bead 
Zhao Ziyang said China will not 
oppose “bourgeois liberalisation” 
at the expense of democracy and 
he urged more respect for intel- 
lectuals, a report said Sunday. 

Mr. Zhao, speaking to a group 
from the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences on Saturday, called for 
greater democratisation under 
the party’s leadership and said 
scientific departments and work 
units with a large number of 
intellectuals should be a step in 
that direction, the Xinhua News 
Agency reported. 

“Zhao reiterated that China 
should show more respect for its 


intellectuals and their work. Par- 
ty and government officials at 
various levels are duty-bound to 
create an atmosphere characte- 
rised by democracy, unity, har- 
mony and liveliness,” Xinhua 
said. 

Mr. Zhao said Friday at a 
meeting on party propaganda 
that the fight against “bourgeois 
liberalisation,” a phrase meaning 
anti-socialist, pro-West views, 
should continue for decades. 

But Mr. Zhao has also stressed 
the limits of the campaign in 
recent weeks and has insisted that 
it should not affect Qtina’S eco- 
nomic reforms or intellectuals 
outside the party. 


Madagascar riots reportedly 
aimed at toppling government 


ANTANANARIVO (R) — A 
minority party in Madagascar's 
ruling left-wing coalition has said 
recent race riots in the country 
were part of a campaign to bring 
down the government. 

Richard Andriamanjato, lead- 
er of the pro-Soviet Independ- 
ence Congress Party (AFKM- 
KDRSM), linked the riots against 
tiie Indo-Pafa'stani “Karana”’ 
business community to five 
months of student unrest in the 
universities. 

At a public meeting Saturday 
he warned that unidentified fore- 
ign forces were preparing to enter 
Madagascar as part of a conspira- 
cy to topple the military-led gov- 
ernment of President Didier Rat- 


straka. 

“Everything was orchestrated 
to try to overthrow the regime in 
power, using different methods 
such as the present crisis in the 
umveisity, the anti-Karana riots, 
and tiie manipulation of various 
notions of race, caste and reli- 
gion,” Mr. Andriamanjato said. 

He did not name the forces said 
to be conspiring against the gov- 
ernment but was apparently re- 
ferring to the extreme left-wing 
Momma Ma Kiviombio (Mada- 
gascar .for the Malagasys) party 
of veteran nationalist leader 
Monja Jaona. 

Momma Ma Kiviombio strong- 
ly opposes the Ratsiraka gover- 
nment- 


25 killed in Indian 
train sabotage 



as tiie latest in a series of setbacks 
for Labour and are bound to 
encourage h**? Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher is on the 
brink of railing a general dec- 
lion, possibly in June. 

The poll gives the Conserva- 
tives a rating of 41 per cent 
against 32 per cent for Labour 
and 25 per cent for the Alliance — 
enough to give Mrs. Thatcher an 
overall majority of 46 seats in the 
650-seat House of Commons. 

The poll, which follows a sur- 
vey by Marplan last week which 
gave the Conservatives a six- 
point lead over Labour, shows 
bow dramatically the fortunes of 
Britain’s two largest parties have 
changed over the past six months. 

As recently as September, 
Labour was stfll ahead in opinion 
polls and was looking forward to 
forming Britain’s next govern- 
ment. Since then it has been beset 
by inner wran gling and its popu- 
larity among Britain’s voters lias 
tumbled. 

Morale among Labour politi- 
cians stumped further last month 
when the party lost a key by- 
election in Greenwich, south 
London — a seat which Labour 
had held for 50 years. 


MADRAS, India (R) — A 
speeding express train plunged 
into a (fay river bed in southern 
India Sunday after the track had 
been blown up, kflling up to 25 

people, and senior railway official 
said It was a dear case of 


A railway spokesman told Reu- 
ters the engine and eight coaches 
of the Rocxfbrt Express went off 
the rails 60 kilometres from 
Tiruchirapalli in Tamil Nadu 
state about five ajn. (2330 GMT) 
Saturday). 

Officials said at least 16 people 
were lriHed and 60 i njured . The 
Press Trust of India (PIT) news 
agency, quoting unofficial 
sources, said as many as 25 people 
were killed and 150 injured in the 
incident at Marudayar Bridge. 

A police press statement said 
authorities had uncovered vital 


dues about tiie incident and ex- 
pected to make arrests in the next 
few days. 

FIT quoted K.V. Balakrish- 
nan. Southern Railway general 
manager and a passenger. on the 
train, as saying the derailment 
was a dear case of sabotage. He 
did not say who was responsible 
but added that two rails had been 
removed at the site of the 
tragedy. 

The railway spokesman said at 
least 150 metres of trade were 
destroyed in an explosion and 
added that a live explosive device 
and some wires were found 
nearby. 

There has been sporadic poli- 
tical violence recently between 
rival political parties in Tamil 
Nadu, India's southernmost 
state. 


Soviet crewmen rescued 
from ship off U.S. coast 


ordered for March 25 by local 
army chief lieutenant Colonel 
Franco Calida. 

“This will show the people the 
atrocities of the (C ommunis t) 
New People's Army,” Col. Cah- 
da told Reuters Sunday. 

The bones also indude those 
believed by Australian officials in 
Mamfo to be the remains of Peter 
Ford, an Australian doctor mis- 
sing in tiie region for some time. 


BOSTON (R) — All 37 crewmen 
were rescued by U.S. coast heli- 
copters after a Soviet cargo ship 
began fisting sharply in heavy 
seas off the U.S. east coast, a 
Coast Guard spokesman re- 
ported. 

The spokesman said Saturday 
it was believed the 6,023-tonne 
Komsonolets Kirogjzii ran into 
trouble when its cargo suddenly 
shifted in five to six-metre seas 
driven by winds np to 80 
kilometres per hour. 

Coast Guard Chief Petty Offic- 
er Richard Griggs said the ship, 
which mils out of Leningrad, was 
“listing 45 degrees with waves 


breaking over the bridge” as 
three helicopters from the Cape 
. Cod Air Station hoisted the crew- 
men to safely. 

No injuries were reported. The 
ship was left abandoned 320 
kilometres south of Cape Cod. 
The Soviet seamen were taken to 
Atlantic CSty, New Jersey. 

The ship had left Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, and was head for Cuba 
with 10,292 tonnes of flour 
aboard, the Coast Guard said. 

The Baltic Shipping Company, 
which owns the vessel, will be 
responsible for attempting any 
salvage operation, it said. 


U.S. pilot says he was not 
killed in downed plane 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Pilot 
Fred Gafiatsatos says officials 
erroneously identified him as 
having been killed in tiie downing 
of a cargo plane over Honduras 
last week, a published report said 
Saturday. 

“I'm not dead,” Gafiatsatos 
told a Florida television station 
after he Watched a broadcast 
Thursday identifying him as 
among those killed when a DC-3 
was shot down, the Washington 
Post said. . 

The plane was shot doWfi^by 
Honduran combat jet Molfafoy 
night. Honduran military officials 
said the dead included foe plane’s 
American pilot, Joseph Bernard 
Mason of Miami Springs, Honda, 
and all three Guatemalan crew 


members. 

Officials in Guatemala CSty, 
who said the plane had left there 
Monday morning with a flight 
plan for El Estor about 160 
kilometres north east, identified 
Gafiatsatos as foe co-pilot. 

Gafiatsatos, of Dania, Florida, 
said he flew the plane about a 
month ago from Fort Lauderdale 
International Airport to Guate- 
. mala CHy, where he left the 
plane. He retained to Florida foe 
next day with his co-pilot, the 
Post said. • - ■ 

He said he was paid $2,000 to 
make foe trip, but he said he 
could not remember who paid 
him, the name of his co-pilot or to 
whom he turned foe plane over in 
Guatemala, the newspaper said. 


Indonesian commander warns 
of threats during elections 


JAKARTA (R) — An Indone- 
sian military commander who 
caused a stir by warning of the 
dangers of Communism during a 
visit by the Soviet foreign minis- 
ter has issued a wanting of ex-* 
trentist threats, to next month's 
Indonesian elections. 

Maj.-Gen. Setijana, comman- 
der of foe central sector of Java, 
Indonesia's most populous island, 
said Commun&ts, liberals and 
rightwing extremists posed 
threats to foe April 23 polls. 

He was quoted in Indonesian 
newspapers this weekend as 
saying he expected acts of sabotage 
against public facilities, such as 
ekxtridty supplies, markets and 
d rinking wate r installatio ns . 

Speaking in the central Java 
city of Scmarang, he said five 
towns, including the university 
and cultural centre of Jogjakar- 
ta, were the most vulnerable to 
this threat. 

He first raised the issue of an 
alleged extremist threat to the 


parliamentary poQs earlier this 
month. His wanting of a possible 
Communist revival in Indonesia 
coincided with a visit by Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze. 

His remarks contrasted sharply 
with the public assessments of 
Indonesia’s top military comman- 
ders, Armed Forces Chief Gener- 
al Benny Murdani and Army 
Chief General Txy Sutrisno. 

Gen. Try said recently be was 
not aware of any group wishing to 
disrupt the ballot, while Gen. 
Mnrdani said Gen. Setijana’s 
warnings of an extremist threat 
did not imply that the security 
situation had deteriorated. 

He said the warnings were only 
an appeal for vigilance ahead of 
the polls. 

President Suharto, who 
marked 21 years in power this 
week, crushed Communism 
shortly after foe now-banned 
C ommunis t party was blamed for 
an abortive coup attempt in In- 
donesia in 1965. 


Soviet leadership disgraces 
former Kazakh leader 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union’s new leadership, by 
approving the disgrace of a long- 
serving former member of the 
rulin g pofitbnro, has signalled 
that its drive against corruption 
can reach officials at the highest 
levels. 

Party policy-makers in Kazakh- 
stan ruled Saturday that Din- 
mukhamed Kunayev, the Central 
Asian republic's former leader, 
should be brought to “party re- 
sponsibility^ for allowing corrup- 
tion and setting up his own cult of 
personality. 

The Kazakh party Central 
Committee’s decision bore the 
sanction of authorities in Moscow 
and made clear that Mr. 
Kunayev, a dose aide to Leonid 
Brezhnev anti) the late presi- 
dent’s death in 1982, faced expul- 
sion from foe party. 

The measure would be much 
the most severe taken against any 
pofitbnro member who has been 
removed since Kremlin leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev took office in 
March 1985. 

It would also mark a significant 
step forward in the drive, perso- 
nally conducted by Mr. Gor- 


bachev, to castigate Brezhnev's 
18 years in power as a time of 
increaring moral stagnation, offi- 
cial corruption, inefficiency and 
arbitrary rule. 

Mr. Kunayev was ousted as 
Kazakh leader last December and 
was replaced by an ethnic Rus- 
sian. The move provoked student 
riots in Alma-Ata, the Kazakh 
capital, in which two people died 
ana 200 were injured, according 
to official accounts. 

Most Western analysts agree 
that the demonstrators were 
motivated by nationalism but 
were not protesting specifically in 
favour of Mr. Kunayev, whose 
rule became a byword among 
many Kazakhs for high-handed- 
ness and corruption. 

Mr. Kunayev was removed 
from foe politbmo last January, 
following in the footsteps of other 
Brezhnev aides such as the for- 
mer Moscow city party chief, 
Viktor Grishin, and former Prime 
Minister Nikolai Tikhonov. 

The chief Brezhnev associate 
left cm the pofitbuxo is Ukrainian 
party leader Vladimir Shcherbits- 
ky, who has held on to ltis post 
despite mounting signs of isolation. 


International Book Fair opens in Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (R) — Some 500 publishers, including 150 from, 
abroad, axe taking part in a 10-day International Book Fafr winch 


3 held for drug smuggling in UAE 

ABU DHABI (R) — Three Gulf citizens have been arrested in 
Kas A1 Khaimah emirate for trying to snuggle a half kilo of 
heroin to a neighbouring Gulf state, a senior police officer Said. 
Major Abdullah Abu Zaid, head of the emirate's Investigation 
D epartm ent, said they hid the heroin beads their bodies. He 
declined to give their nationalities. 

Flood of work slows justice in Dhaka 

DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh has a backlog of almost 400,000 
court awaiting trim and many baring* have been pending for 
more than a decade, law officials have said. They said about half a 
million civil and criminal cases had been disposed of since 
President Hossain Mohammad Ersbad set up courts in each of 460 
rural districts in 1982. Gen. Ersbad created foe rural courts soon 
after he took power in a bloodless coup in March, 1982, to 
“quicken justice, bring it to people’s doorsteps and make it less 
expensive.” “This has surely helped trial of more cases, but has 
also increased the number of cases as people now find it easier to 
go to courts,” an official told Reuters. 

French, Italians lead seduction list 

PARIS (AP) — Put an Italian man with a French woman and 
what have you got? The perfect couple, according to Europeans, 
who r ank I talian men as the world's best seducers and French 
women as the most seductive. A poll published Saturday in 
Madame Figaro magazine shows that Europeans rank Italian, 
French and Spanish men, in that order, as the world’s best 
seducers and French, then Italian, then Swedish women as the 
most seductive. Americans, tiie poll shows, disagree, ranking 
themselves far and away at the top of the list for each sex. The 
poll of six European nations and the United States was carried out 
by TMO consultants is the summer of 1986, according to Madame 
Figaro. Thirty-five per cent of foe 5,911 European men and 
women polled consider Italian men foe best seducers, followed 
by 28 per cent for French men, and 16 per cent for Spanish men. 
Thirty-one per cent of those polled picked French women as the 
most seductive, followed by 28 per cent for Italians. But 
American men and women — ranked sixth by Europeans — 
apparently find their compatriots most desirable. In a poll of 993 
Americans, 59 per cent found American women at the top of the 
list, followed by Swedish women at 30 per cent and French 
women at 21 per cent. American men chalked up 57 per cent of 
U.S. opinion, followed by Italian men at 25 per cent and French 
men at 19 per cent The European nations polled were: France, 
Belgium, West Germany, Italy, Norway and Britain. 

Bulgaria reports first AIDS death 

VIENNA (R) — Bulgaria has reported its first death from AIDS 
and said measures to combat foe spread of the virus would be 
announced soon. The official news agency BTA quoted Deputy 
Public Health Minister Lubomir Shindarov as saying a foreign 
youth died of AIDS (acquired immune deficiency syndrome) at 
die end of 1986. Shindarov said on television the youth arrived in 
Bulgaria already showing initial symptoms of AIDS which had 
developed rapidly. He gave no further details. Diplomats said the 
fact that Shindarov, who is head of a special study group on the 
virus, reported the death only several months after foe event 
reflected tiie early reluctance of many East European govern- 
ments to discuss AIDS openly. In recent months, some states, 
notably Hungary and Czechoslovakia, have started raising foe 
issue regularly as the seriousness of the AIDS threat has become 
dear. BTA said blood samples of about 20,000 people belonging 
to “what arc regarded as high-risk groups” had been tested. 
Shindarov said 22 AIDS carriers had beat discovered, 19 of 
whom were foreigners while the three Bulgarian carriers were 
. haemophiliacs, probably infected by blood transfusions. 

AIDS admission ‘prompts murder’ 

MINEOLA, New York (AP) — A 19-year-old homeless man has 
described in a 45-minute videotaped confession how he became 
enraged and killed a man who told him he bad AIDS after the two 
had sex. The confession by Lorenzo Owens has become the basis 
for an “extreme emotional disturbance” defence his lawyer w31 
put forward when Owens goes on trial for murder Monday. 
Owens’ lawyer, John Lewis, admits his client has tested negative 
for the antibodyproduced in response to exposure to the ADOS 
virus but says Owens was “reacting to foe pronouncement ot 
death- ” Homos exual rights groups fear that if Owens succeeds in 
fes lega l strategy , it will increase public hysteria about the fatal 
acquired immune deficie nc y syndrome (AIDS). “I am troubled 
by any defence that would suggest an irrational, hysterical 
reaction to AIDS can justify violence,” said Thomas Stoddard, 
executive director of foe Lambda Legal Defence and Education 
Fund, which engages in test-case litigation on issues involving 
homosexual rights and AIDS. 

Artificial insemination tried on elephant 

HONOLULU (AP) — Mari the elephant was the subject of a 
three-day programme of artificial insemination at the Honolulu 
Zoo, w hich if successful will produce the first-ever elephant 
offspring conceived that way. Dr. Michael Schmidt, who headed 
the procedure, said a fiber-optic colonoscope was used to inject 
the 6,000-pound Mari with 500 million sperm. It will take about 11 
weeks for zoo officials to tell whether foe 11-year-old Asian 
elephant is pregnant. Schmidt, a veterinarian at die Washington 
Park Zoo in Portland, Oregon, said artificial insemination of 
elephants has been attempted worldwide since the early 1970s. 
The sperm for Mari was collected Monday from Huso, a 
20-year-old bull at the Portland Zoo. It was refrigerated and 
transported to Honolulu. Schmidt said veterinarians are trying 
artificial breeding as a way to prevent foe elephants’ extinction, 
which could occur within 50 years. 

Giant python ‘tried to eat’ boy 

CAIRNS, Australia (AP) — The parents of a 7-year-old boy 
awoke to find their son smothered m the coOs of a giant python 
and sl as h ed foe reptile with machetes until it slithered into the 
junde, foe boy’s mother said. “It was like a horror movie. All I 
^**7™ nnr IWs head and toes,” Kathy Dzyden told foe 
Associated Press by telephone from the tropical town of Iunisfail, 
north of Sydney, in Australia’s tropical northern state of 
Queensland. Mrs. Dryden said her son was treated for lac e rations 
to his legs and braises, but was not seriously injured. Inmsfafl 
police said the incident had been reported to them, but they did 
not plan to search for the snake. Mrs. Dryden said she was 
awakened early Tuesday by screams from foe room of her son 
Bartholomew and ran to the son’s room along with her husband 
Peter, a schoolteacher. There they found a four-metre (24-feet) 
long python crushing and trying to swallow Bartholomew. “It was 
a hot night and Bartholomew was lying under a mosquito net. He 
raddenly started screaming. We rushed to the bedroom to find 
this huge snake trying to strangle him,” she said. “It was coded 
three times around iris arms and neck and was going down Iris 
body. Mrs. Dryden said they each grabbed a knife used for 
mimi^sugr cane and tried to stab the creature, but the blows 
bounced on its skm. The python, which she said was as thick as a 
mans arm, bit her son several times and finally slithered away in 
the darkness. She said it apparently had come through foe 
window and escaped the same way. “I believe it was trying to 
devour tam, she said. “I’ve seen pythons strangle wallabies (a 
small kangaroo) and eat them whole.” • v 



